
For 33 years, Richard and Ruth Kneider have 
been bringing dinner to the community with the 
much anticipated ‘To Stratford With Love’ event. 
They first found inspiration by an innocent in 
church one day when Pastor Charles Swartwood 
asked, “Why are we here?”, and the answer to that 
question is, as Christians we are here to serve.  

“As soon as he said that, the thought came to me 
about having a dinner for the people in Stratford, 
and at that time, the less fortunate that might not 
be able to afford it.  So I talked to my wife about 
it, and to my pastor about it, we approached some 
other people about it, and we wanted to move for-
ward with it,” said Richard.

They approached the Knights of Columbus about 
their hall but it was already booked for the night 
that they wanted it. They didn’t know where they 

would go from there, but then they got a phone call 
and the night that they wanted had a cancellation, 
and the doors literally opened from there. There 
were few obstacles facing them in their mission. 
The very first dinner served 250 people, and has 
just grown from there. 

“It has become a tradition for many people in 
Stratford, many people have told us that Christmas 
starts with ‘To Stratford With Love’,” explained 
Richard. “It got to a point where we outgrew the 
Knights of Columbus. We had many volunteers, 
and some of them were policemen, and some were 
firemen, and it got to a point where they said we 
couldn’t have it there anymore because it was just 
so crowded.”

They then moved to the Rotary Complex, and 
now generally prepare for 1000 people. They can’t 
grow any bigger than that because the venue can 
only hold so many people, and there is no other 

place in Stratford big enough to accommodate the 
event. 

“At this point, we felt compelled that this was not 
just for those that may not be able to afford it, but 
those that may be alone, especially with how ev-
erything has changed so much in the last year or 
two. When we were in the hall, we would say to 
friends and at Church, if you know someone, and 
they are a little intimidated to come alone, then 
go with them and sit and have a meal together. It’s 
the opportunity to extend an invitation to someone 
you may be just getting to know, or someone that 
has had a tragedy, and this is just a way to reach 
out to say ok, this could be a good night for you” 
Ruth said.

The move to the Rotary Complex was a success-
ful one, as it gave the opportunity for growth and 
more.

“So many people have said when they attend the 
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SANTA’S HERE!!
Okay, so Buddy the Elf wasn’t at the 
Stratford Kinsmen’s Festival of Lights 
Christmas Parade, but the jolly man 
himself made an appearance anyway. 
For more photos of the festive event, 
turn to pages 16 and 17.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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To Stratford With Love, the Home Edition: a conversation with the Kneiders
LISA CHESTER

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent
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Rotary Complex there’s just some-
thing different about the feel of it, be-
cause we’ll have entertainment and 
get the crowd going, but it truly is a 
community, because in order to put 
this to guests, we have to get the beef, 
we have to get the potatoes, all sorts 
of things.” Richard said. This is all 
thanks to community contributions 
and in kind initiatives. In fact, the 
posters that are used every year, are 
provided free of charge.

“The community got behind it. It 
tends to be humbling for me. When 
I go into a restaurant or to somebody 
that can help supply something, I 
don’t even have to ask the question 
anymore. They just say, Richard, it’s 
done.”

There are generally 250 volun-
teers that bring the evening together, 
“They really roll up their sleeves and 
say we can’t wait to get there. Now 
we have to turn volunteers away es-
pecially when we were in the hall. 
Even now I think the list is almost 
full for the type of event we will have 
this year.” Ruth said.

Their vision of a community dinner 
has proven a model to other commu-
nities that have approached the Knei-
ders wanting to do the same for their 
own towns. Having their vision grow 
into other communities is gratifying 
to them. Seeing generations of fam-
ilies grow as guests and volunteers 
over the years never fails to charm 
them.

When COVID-19 hit, they won-
dered what they were going to do and 
debated whether or not they were go-
ing to proceed with it, but then people 
said after so many years there must 
be a way to go ahead with it. They 
had two friends that were chefs that 
felt sure they could put it together. 
The Local Community Food Centre 
stepped up and provided their facility 
for a lot of the prep work. 

Driver volunteers have been re-
cruited, and dinner guests will have 
their meals delivered to their homes. 
Technology has been incorporated 
and guests can now register online 
for themselves or their entire house-
hold. Their pandemic pivot has been 
a logistical challenge, but the organi-
zational and technical skills of their 
daughters, Katey, Morgan, and Jil-
lian have been making the transition 
smooth. 

They were apprehensive when the 
pandemic hit. It wasn’t until the sum-
mer and fall of 2020 that they began 
to face how it could affect ‘To Strat-
ford With Love’. 

“We determined for ourselves and 
those that work with us, and especial-
ly our girls, that COVID-19 wasn’t 

going to deter us from what people 
really needed more than ever; some-
thing that was a stable factor in their 
lives, something that brings joy, that 
there’s still compassion and commu-
nity,” Ruth said.

The event turned into a virtual one, 
recordings were made of the Emcee, 
the group ‘Upside of Maybe’, the 
mayor Dan Mathieson, Pastor Swart-
wood, and MP John Nater. Guests 
then watch the recordings on a You-
Tube channel. 

“It’s not the same as being in a 
room full of 1000 people, it’s not the 
same,” said Ruth. 

“What is really exciting is the room 
jammed full of people. No matter 
what people are going through, if 
they are having a hard time, every-
one enjoys getting together and cel-
ebrating and fellowship between dif-
ferent people. In the room, you could 
have one person that’s homeless 
sitting next to someone who makes 
$100,000 a year, but they all come 
together and they are all on the same 
level. That’s what makes me excited,” 
said Richard.

The Kneiders hope that the virtual 
event is enough, that people feel that 
they are not forgotten and are still 
part of the community, whether they 
can be present in it or not. 

“As believers in God, we hope that 
through ‘To Stratford With Love’, 
for what has been done in our own 
personal lives, that people can sense 
what God can be to them. Our wish is 
to extend the invitation for people to 
understand the love of Christ,” Ruth 
said. “It’s tough to be apart, we’re 
built in our spirits and that void is 
there so we try to encourage people 
when they’re down and out, when 
you have nowhere to turn, there is 
always God, He is always there for 
you. So that is the bottom line why 
we do it.”

Their biggest surprise over the 
years is how two people, who are just 
a couple, who wanted to do some-
thing to serve, has become such a big 
event after 33 years. Everyone knows 
it. Other than that, there isn’t one 
thing that stands out over the years 
for Ruth. For Richard, it was a rec-
onciliation between a mother and son 
that had been estranged. They both 
happened to be at the dinner and 
started talking again, so it is how re-
lationships can be rekindled surpris-
es him the most.

They are missing the opportuni-
ty for people to be together and the 
event itself. “People working togeth-
er for a common goal, and seeing the 
multiple generations helping to deco-
rate. There is so much excitement and 
laughter, we miss that.” Ruth shared.

A STRATFORD TRADITION – WITH LOVE
Richard and Ruth Kneider have been following their hearts for over three decades with 
‘To Stratford With Love’, a community dinner to help the disadvantaged in Stratford. 
This year’s event will see dinners delivered instead of the normal sit-down, due to on-
going pandemic protocols. The date for this year's event is set for December 18.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Illume Wellness Spa Team would love to give a huge shoutout to our 
clients and community for the support within the past few years. 

We want to spread our gratitude and give a huge thank you! 
Happy Holidays & New Years! We look forward to treating you in 

our therapeutic space during this season and into 2022!

Shop our Clean Beauty Market in store & online 
by visiting our website.

www.illumespa.ca

Our Holiday Hours:
Monday to Friday 9am to 7pm

Saturday 9am-3pm 
Christmas Eve 9-12

December 25th to 27th Closed
December 28th to 30th Regular Hours 

New Years Eve 9-12 
January 1st to 2nd Closed
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Jo-Dee Burbach has been acclaimed as the 
candidate for the New Democratic Party of 
Ontario in Perth-Wellington for the impend-
ing provincial elections in June 2022.

Burbach, a sitting Stratford councillor, 
made her intentions official at a press con-
ference at The Local Community Food Cen-
tre on Friday, Nov. 26, with provincial NDP 
leader Andrea Horwath in attendance to in-
troduce her.

“Jo-Dee has been a fighter for Stratford 
families at city hall, and I know she’ll bring 
that same determination to making it easier 
for folks in this region to build their best life 
here,” Horwath said. Her experience as a lo-
cal business owner is an asset to our strong 
team of New Democrats.”

For her part, Burbach said it’s been get-
ting harder to watch local families struggle 
to afford the life they’ve worked hard to get 
and she’s ready to take up their cause in pro-
vincial parliament.

“We don’t have to settle for Liberal and 
Conservative governments that make big 
cuts and bad choices, like freezing hospital 
budgets and firing nurses and teachers,” she 
said. “Andrea Horwath and Ontario’s New 
Democrats have a plan to put people first by 
improving health care and investing in our 
kids, from giving children a high-quality 
public education to helping young adults 
find homes they can afford in the communi-
ty where they grew up.”

Education appears to be the touchstone of 
Burbach’s commitment to run in Perth-Wel-
lington, as it’s something that hits home for 
her every day with her three kids.

“My idea of a higher quality public edu-
cation in Ontario would start with smaller 
class sizes,” she said. “I know that one of 
my children is in a classroom with 32 other 
students, and there was a day she was ab-
sent from class so I went to the teacher af-
ter school to see if there was 
anything I needed to take 
home for my daughter. The 
teacher didn’t even realize 
she wasn’t there that day. I 
don’t blame the teacher at all, 
since she had no supports in 
her classroom with 33 stu-
dents.”

Things like school infra-
structure improvements and 
support systems for teachers 
also make Burbach’s list, and 
she echoed Horwath’s belief 
that an investment needs to 
be made in student’s collec-
tive futures. She also took 
aim at investors of another 
kind, pointing out they are 
part of the reason housing af-
fordability is almost non-ex-
istent.

“I think one of the things 
that Andrea talked about was 
speculators and investors. I 
know an older couple that de-
cided to downsize from their 
house into a condo; they went 
to a new development just on 
the edge of town but weren’t 
able to buy one because they 

were all snapped up so quickly,” she said. 
“However, they were able to get a rental. 
When they moved in they found out that the 
person they’re renting from owns six of the 
18 condos in that development. They were 
pushed out of the market because this inves-
tor came and bought up so many of the units, 
and they’re now paying very high rent with-
out the investment that they need. People 
think that this just happens in big cities, but 
it happens in places like Stratford as well.”

Burbach plans on using her experience on 
council to guide her campaign as well as her 
term if elected, and that was also a selling 
point for Horwath.

“Nobody else put their name up for nom-
ination to challenge Jo-Dee when it became 
clear she was interested in running,” she 
said. “I think that’s because the NDP com-
munity here recognize that she would be a 
fantastic representative for this riding. I’m 
thrilled they did that and that she made her 
interest known – when you look at what 
she contributes to the community already 
and how connected she is with not only this 
community but the many in Perth-Welling-
ton, I think it’s clear she’ll make an excellent 
MPP.”

Both Burbach and Horwath acknowledge 
how the riding has been consistently blue, 
but that’s not going to make either of them 
shy away from the challenge of turning it or-
ange. Burbach, like Horwath, believes peo-
ple are ready for a change in how things are 
done at Queen’s Park.

“The NDP is an excellent alternative be-
cause the Liberals and Conservatives both 
seem to be on the track of helping develop-
ers and investors and the big corporations as 
opposed to helping people,” she said. “The 
NDP fights for working families, people 
who are just trying to get by. I think it’s real-
ly important, and more than ever now since 
the pandemic has happened and people are 
struggling even more, that this is a party 
that is about people before profits.”

Burbach acclaimed as NDP candidate for Perth-Wellington

BURBACH TO RUN FOR ORANGE
Stratford City Councillor Jo-Dee Burbach has been acclaimed as the New Democratic 
Party’s nominee in the Perth-Wellington riding for the upcoming provincial election. 
Burbach made it official on Friday, Nov. 26, with her press conference at The Local 
CFC in Stratford when she was joined by provincial NDP leader Andrea Horwath.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

Stratford councillor has affordability and accountability on her mind

Famme & Co.
P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
C H A R T E R E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A C C O U N T A N T S

Providing accounting, financial reporting and tax 
planning services for our diverse rural and urban 

community.

125 Ontario St. Stratford
Phone (519) 271-7581    Fax (519) 271-2737

E-Mail: office@fammeandco.on.ca
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Letter to the Editor
Surgeon's Comments...'
The plastic surgeon, Alanna 

Fitzpatrick, has been suspended 
from her job because she will not 
get vaccinated for Covid-19. She 
makes her case to this newspaper. 
Her comments raise questions and 
concerns, at least for me. 

Dr. Fitzpatrick says a "medical 
condition" prevents her from get-
ting vaccinated. Obviously, that's 
her business. But are there precur-
sors/ingredients in the vaccines 
that would expose her to severe 
illness or death? If so, what should 
the rest of us know about the dan-
gers? She doesn't say.

Dr. Fitzpatrick doesn't stop there. 
She claims that, so far, the studies 
she has read don't convince her that 
"this particular vaccine" is safe and 
effective for her. Wait, now, which 
vaccine? In Canada, there are four 
available. At any rate, what data is 
missing? What's she waiting for? 
She doesn't specify. 

Dr. Fitzpatrick says she's "not 
against vaccines in general." That 
strikes me as disingenuous. I'd like 

to know, instead, if she's in favour 
of the vaccines to combat Covid-19. 
Does she encourage her patients 
to get vaccinated? What does she 
think about the decision by 29 mil-
lion Canadians to get vaccinated? 

It's strange to me that Dr. Fitz-
patrick boasts about holding a de-
gree in mathematics (and a medical 
degree, of course). In her opinion, 
that qualifies her to judge the safe-
ty and efficacy of the vaccines. I 
doubt that world-leading epidemi-
ologists, virologists and immunol-
ogists, who spend years obtaining 
multiple degrees and conducting 
extensive research on viruses, 
would agree with her. Some might 
even tell the plastic surgeon to stay 
in her lane.

Dr. Fitzpatrick believes there are 
"reasonable alternatives" to vac-
cines. She mentions rapid testing. 
They're important, to be sure, but 
they won't stop her from getting 
Covid-19. But since she raises the 
topic, what other alternatives does 
she have in mind? Or is it just the 
one?

Dr. Fitzpatrick claims that her 
co-workers support her. All of 

them? Or just the other 15 who, 
like her, have been suspended for 
not getting vaccinated? Surely 
there are colleagues who question 
her decision.

Speaking of support, I'll skip over 
Dr. Fitzpatrick's comments about 
backing Premier Ford's much-crit-
icized approach to mandatory vac-
cinations. What a hot mess.

I've met Dr. Fitzpatrick. She 
treated me last summer. She struck 
me as competent and cordial. By 
then, I'd received two doses of a 
Covid-19 vaccine. (From time to 
time, I visit hospitals. That's one 
reason I chose to get vaccinated.)

But here's a problem: I didn't 
know that Dr. Fitzpatrick was un-
vaccinated. She didn't bother to 
disclose her status. She performed 
the surgery on me in a hospital.

Perhaps instead of studying math-
ematics as an undergrad, Dr. Fitz-
patrick would've been better served 
loading up on ethics courses. And 
for the purposes of her interview 
with this newspaper, she probably 
should've sought advice from a cri-
sis communications expert.

Grant Fleming, Stratford

Recently, a new copy of Postmedia’s Large Print Tele-
phone Directory showed up on my driveway.

I’ve always been kind of nostalgic about the idea of 
a phone book. I’m only 47, and yes, I understand how 
Google works. Yet I still flip through our local phone 
book if I want to quickly find a business phone number.

When the St. Marys Journal-Argus closed in 2017, 
one of the things we did at our St. Marys Independent 
Newspaper was we took over the St. Marys & Area 
phone book. But because we didn’t have access to any 
of the Journal’s old files, what a job it was to create this!

Between myself and my mother, we re-typed the en-
tire phone book. This is something that could only be 
done about an hour at a time because the eyes tend to go 
a bit buggy after that.

The next step in the process was testing the numbers. 
I called practically every phone number in the phone 
book, to see if the numbers were still active. I can’t tell 
you how many times I heard the lady say, “This number 
is no longer in service.”

What was even more memorable though were the 
times that someone would answer the phone. As recent-
ly as last week, I had someone tell me they got a kick out 
of the fact that I was testing their number in the phone 
book. “Well, we had to make sure the numbers were 
right!” I told him.

We will never be accused of being perfect at our 
newspaper operation. There are always ways that we 
can make mistakes. But we do really TRY to get things 
right.

As I bent over last week to pick my new Stratford area 
phone book off the driveway, I wondered, “How hard 
did they try to get things right?”

I flipped to my name and number in the listings, be-
cause I knew we shouldn’t be there. Like so many, we 
traded in our landline for cell phones a couple years 
ago. Oh OK, I think I’m understanding why the phone 
book didn’t shrink at all since last year. Old numbers 

don’t come out.
I was more surprised to see my grandfather’s number. 

He died 10 years ago and his phone number was retired 
at the same time. But there’s 519-284-3322 like it was 
the year 2010 all over again.

I took a walk downtown in the afternoon and thought 
about all the businesses that have started up and who 
have passed on in the last 5 years. Upon my return, I 
looked back to the phone book, and it was like opening 
a time capsule. These are/(were) high-profile businesses 
in my hometown’s downtown, yet no one bothered to 
update the listings.

It’s apathy like this which makes the industry look 
bad, whether you are talking phone books or news-
papers. If you’re going to be in the business of doing 
something, how about act like you give a damn.

In mid-2022, what we’re going to do at the Stratford 
Times is come up with the most useful directory you’ve 
ever seen in your life. It’s going to be such a great re-
source for looking up businesses and services in our 
area that you’ll soon be ditching Google to try and get 
another copy of what we are going to put out.

In a cell phone world, the idea of a residential “phone 
book” is pretty much obsolete, but nearly every day I 
see someone posing a question on a Facebook group 
wondering “where can I find such-and-such service in 
the area?”

Our business and organization directory is going to 
provide all these answers, and more. From retail stores 
to small home-based businesses, we want to list and cat-
egorize them all. All of this is free of charge, so to make 
the directory a useful and complete resource that is 
worth consulting (The directory will also include paid 
advertisements for those who wish to stand out further). 
Ensure that your small business is included by emailing 
us at swontario.directory@gmail.com and indicating 
your business name, address (if applicable), phone num-
ber, and what industry category(ies) you are in.

Of course, our local business and organization direc-
tory will inevitably have the odd mistake or omission. 
But, it won’t be for lack of trying.

Trading in the phone book
STEWART GRANT

Stratford Times Publisher
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With the festive season upon us comes 
the return of www.ChristmasWishTree.
com, founded by Stewart Reynolds, 
better known online as Brittlestar. The 
Stratford native is best known for his 
videos online, particularly during the 
pandemic where he has been prolific 
with content.

Christmas Wish Tree allows women’s 
shelters and second-stage housing or-
ganizations to list their name with their 
Amazon wish list of Christmas presents 
or necessities. It’s easy to participate, as 
target recipients first create an Amazon 
wish list online and then email the link 
to listing@christmaswishtree.com. The 
website is set up for organisations in 
Canada, the United States, the United 
Kingdom and Ireland.

Reynolds founded the website in 
2020. Christmas is a time of giving and 
with the season people want to help out. 
With the pandemic, more and more peo-
ple were shopping online and this was 
something that could be capitalized 
upon. 

“I had the idea for a while, about using 
the Amazon wish list system, because 
it’s a great system. I know a lot of peo-
ple have a problem with Amazon, which 
are real problems, but their wish system 
is great. What happens is shelters list 
what they need or want, by just going 
around and clicking on items they’d 
like, and then you can look at that wish 
list and buy things and it gets shipped 
confidentially to the shelter,” said Reyn-
olds.

The Reynolds family lives close to the 
Emily Murphy Centre and would see 
the children outside playing, or on their 
way to school, and they were inspired to 
support these types of organizations in 
their own way. With a couple of hour’s 
effort, the site was up and running and 
the first step to meet women’s and chil-
dren’s needs was complete. 

“It’s a very simple site, really, more 
like a directory of shelters. This year 
we made it a little prettier and broke it 
down between states and provinces,” he 
said.

Reynolds started recruiting shelters 
locally by contacting the Emily Murphy 
Centre and Optimism Place to share his 
idea. Using his massive online presence, 
he started promoting the website on so-
cial media. In no time at all, the site was 
catching on. Last year, approximately 
27,000 people shopped for presents for 
the women and children. 

“We got gifts for the Los Angeles 
downtown women’s shelter, New Orle-
ans, Winnipeg, we got all these types of 
places. People from all over the world 
would just click a link and send a gift 
to whoever needed it,” he said. “Once 
people figured out what it’s about they 
were really into it. You could pop into 

your phone or laptop at any time of day 
and find out what some kid wants and 
you could add that to your cart really 
quickly. People love giving, people love 
giving gifts to kids specifically; when 
people go through the wish list the toys 
go very quickly.” 

At the Emily Murphy Centre in Strat-
ford, staff and clients loved the initia-
tive, especially that clients can pick 
what they want or need and it is deliv-
ered right to the Centre’s door.

“It gives women a chance to ask for 
things they would never be able to af-
ford under normal circumstances, and 
make their children’s Christmas dreams 
come true. Brittlestar is an amazing 
fellow and his generosity is legendary. 
This event is really a huge extension of 
that. We are so happy with this event 
and thrilled to have it continue this 
year,” said Lisa Wilde, executive direc-
tor of Emily Murphy Centre.

Optimism Place, also in Stratford, 
found the initiative an overwhelming 
success last year. 

“In the midst of one of the most dif-
ficult times during the pandemic with 
another lockdown looming, this strat-
egy allowed our community to wrap 
supports around the Shelter and wom-

en and children who use our services to 
ensure they had a great holiday season,” 
said Jasmine Clark, executive director 
of Optimism Place. “The strategy ap-
peals to us because it is COVID proof, 
and efficient. It allows donors to choose 
what they’d like to purchase from a list 
of items we have determined we need. It 
also preserves confidentiality for those 
women and children currently residing 
at our location instead of the public at-
tending the shelter frequently to make 
in person donations.” 

This year should see even more traffic 
to the site. Between the pandemic, and 
the last election in the United States, 
Brittlestar’s videos have been unify-
ing, and his following online has tripled 
over the last two years. 

“I get frustrated because I want things 
to happen immediately, but I think this 
year will be bigger. My reach is much 
bigger this year than it was last year, 
probably three times bigger this year 
than it was last year,” he shared.

Along with his own celebrity, other 
Canadian celebrities have made videos 
in support of ChristmasWishTree.com, 
expanding the potential reach to their 
own followers. Appearing so far have 
been Karen Robinson of Schitt’s Creek 

fame, Richard Crouse, the CTV film 
critic, and Eric McCormack famously 
from the Will and Grace sitcom. There 
are still some surprise appearances yet 
to come.

“I’m hoping that some of the familiar 
faces, the celebrity videos, will help get 
more reach. I hope that the shelters that 
don’t do this will realize that it’s super 
easy, and why not take advantage of 
the best part of social media which is 
connecting people to do good. I know 
sometimes it doesn’t happen and there 
are lots of horrible social media stories 
but at the same time, you can also use it 
for incredible good and super easy good 
too. I’m a big fan of having a few egg-
nogs and doing good,” said Reynolds.

 On social media, people were send-
ing messages to Brittlestar by the end 
of November telling him that they had 
made purchases. The biggest surprise 
from this initiative comes from hearing 
from people who have made purchases.

“The people who respond online, like 
on twitter, who tell me they bought 
this or that, it’s people that I wouldn’t 
have expected to do that. Not meaning 
that they are bad people, meaning that 
people have enough on their plate that 
they might not be aware of the need 
that women’s shelters have, and sec-
ond-stage housing have, so what really 
surprises me the most is I look at some 
of the people buying stuff and I go Wow, 
if it wasn’t for ChristmasWishTree.com, 
people might not be aware of the need, 
but as soon as you found out there was a 
need, you addressed it. It just reinforces 
the idea that there are more good people 
than bad,” he said. 

Seeing the success of the site and pur-
chases makes Brittlestar feel great. He 
will tell you that he was super spoiled 
as a child. His grandmother would give 
him the Sears catalogue and the Con-
sumers Distributing catalogue to pe-
ruse.

“I would literally spend a Saturday, 
sometime after my birthday in Novem-
ber, and lie on the floor and circle stuff 
that I wanted and handed it over, and I 
would likely get most of it that I asked 
for. So it makes me feel really good to 
do this sort of thing because I think the 
tiniest bit of kindness can have an im-
mense impact on a child. I think that a 
child that’s having a rough go of it, hav-
ing a rough time, if you show them that 
there’s kindness and there is good and 
there are nice things, and just the notion 
that some stranger would buy some-
thing and not want any thanks for it, is 
really impactful and really important, 
and I think that makes for better people 
as they grow up.”

For those interested in supporting a 
women’s shelter or second stage hous-
ing organisation visit www.christ-
maswishtree.com and select the coun-
try to peruse the shelters listed in the               
directory.

HELPING OUT
Stewart Reynolds, better known to you and I as Brittlestar, is in the second year of 
promoting www.ChristmasWishTree.com to help those in women’s shelters and sec-
ond-stage housing during the holiday season.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Brittlestar’s Christmas Wish Tree initiative 
returns for 2021

LISA CHESTER

Stratford Times Correspondent
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As one man prepares to step aside, 
another man rises to take his place.

It didn’t take long for possible suc-
cessors to Perth-Wellington MPP 
Randy Pettapiece to put their hands 
up and be counted, and Matthew Rae 
is the first to do so. The Mitchell res-
ident announced his intention to run 
for the Conservative MPP’s seat at 
Queen’s Park once Pettapiece finishes 
his term.

A statement released on November 
17 said that Pettapiece will not run 
again whenever the next provincial 
election is called. Having served since 
2011, Pettapiece decided that another 
four-year term would be too much to 
take on at this stage of his life.

“For over ten years, it has been an 
honour and privilege to represent the 
people of Perth-Wellington as their 
Member of Provincial Parliament. In 
this job, trust is earned by helping 
people – one constituent at a time, one 
day at a time. I am grateful for their 
trust,” he said. “This month, I turned 
73. Running again would mean com-
mitting, potentially, to another four-
year term. For a full-time MPP, the 
hours are often long. In retiring, I 
choose instead to spend those hours as 
a full-time husband, father and grand-
father.”

Rae steps up as the first potential 
candidate to declare their intent to fill 
Pettapiece’s shoes. In decade since 
MPP Pettapiece was first elected, Rae 
has been heavily involved in the pro-
vincial Conservative party: working 
for MP John Nater as well as MPP 
Pettapiece. He has also worked for the 
University of Waterloo, and currently 
works for SHAD Canada, an educa-
tion non-profit that runs experiential 
STEM programming for Grade 10 
and 11 students across the country.

“Working for both the local MP and 
MPP has provided me with an oppor-
tunity to learn about the unique needs 
of every community in Perth-Wel-
lington,” he said. “I’m also passionate 
about education and open to support-
ing new ideas on how we can bring 
our education system into the twen-
ty-first century.”

Rae’s website also states that he 
served as the Perth-Wellington Pro-
gressive Conservative Riding Asso-
ciation president since 2017 as well 
as Pettapiece’s campaign manager in 
2018. He studied political science and 
international development (bachelor 
of arts, honours) at the University of 
Guelph, then he obtained his Masters 
of Advanced International Studies 
from the Diplomatic Academy of Vi-
enna, where his primary focus was on 
international relations and economics.

But it’s his roots on the family dairy 

farm near Harriston that grounds 
him in Perth-Wellington. His website 
states that he’s running to help agri-
culture and rural communities thrive, 
and to help make a better future for 
this and future generations.

“One of the most pressing issues in 
Perth-Wellington, and across Ontario, 
is affordability,” he said. “I know as a 
young person it’s very difficult to pur-
chase a home. I was lucky a few years 
ago to be able to purchase a home. 
Right now, I wouldn’t be able to afford 

my home if it was on the market.”
Rae said that Pettapiece has not 

given him an endorsement nor has 
he sought that from him at this time. 
He is, however, preparing to hit the 
ground running should he win the 
nomination.

“I will be ready on Day One to fight 
for you and your family,” he said. 
“I’m running on a commitment to be 
accessible and approachable. I can 
be reached at matthew@electmatthe-
wrae.ca.”

As far as the sitting MPP is con-
cerned, his job hasn’t wrapped up just 
yet.

“While in government, we saw GO 
service expand to Stratford and St. 
Marys following years of advocacy; 
we brought high-speed internet to 
countless rural households and busi-
nesses; we opened new long-term 
care beds throughout the riding; we 
successfully pushed the government 
to introduce Ontario Tourism and 
Hospitality Business Support Grant; 
and we finally saw the opening of the 
Louise Marshall Hospital extension 
in Mount Forest,” he said. “There is 
still much more to do. I will continue 
working hard for my constituents un-
til the end of my term in June 2022. 
I also look forward to continuing to 
support the government as we further 
recover from the pandemic and work 
to build a better future for everyone.”

Rae to vie for Pettapiece’s seat at Queen’s Park
MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

You can add Don Van Galen’s name to the list of candi-
dates seeking to replace retiring MPP Randy Pettapiece.

Van Galen has been a fixture in municipal politics, 
having served 18 years as a municipal councillor in St. 
Marys before stepping away from public service. In put-
ting his name forward for nomination to take over for 
Pettapiece, he’s hoping to seize this opportunity to re-
turn to working in the arena he feels well suited to.

“I was talking with someone recently, and they said 
they thought I was born for public service,” he said. 
“This opportunity arose and I seized the chance. I knew 
that Randy was close to retiring, and it took me about a 
week to think it over.”

After checking with his family and employer that they 
were okay with him re-entering the political ring, Van 
Galen took the plunge.

“I want to do what I can and really make a contri-
bution,” he said. “I feel I have a lot to offer the people 
of Perth-Wellington as their representative in Queen’s 
Park.”

In addition to spending 18 years involved in St. Marys 
politics, Van Galen has been a financial advisor for 17 
years working with clients across the riding. Getting the 
designation as a certified financial planner has helped 
him see people in a similar light like he did while on 
town council, and he’s hoping to put those listening 
skills to good use.

“Listening to the goals and concerns of your clients 
is vital to business as a financial advisor, and I want to 
bring that skill and experience as a representative of this 
riding,” he said. “Life has changed a lot in the last few 
years, and the pandemic has really changed the scope 

and depth of government’s involvement in every-day 
life. We need to learn to adapt and come out of the pan-
demic better.”

Saying that he’s been hearing a lot of business owners 
talk about the need for more impactful changes to how 
things get done, Van Galen said he’s open to coming 
up with new ideas to help everyone. And the idea that 
Perth-Wellington is ‘just’ a rural riding is a thing of the 
past as well.

“This is as an eclectic and varied a riding as you’re 
going to find anywhere in Ontario,” he said. “You have 
the theatres in Stratford, technology jobs, and an agri-
cultural sector with leaders in their own right that are 
making impacts every day. This is as far from a one-is-
sue riding as you can get when you look at everything 
going on here.”

It’s a safe bet that Van Galen will be ready to get out 
there and make his message heard when it comes time to 
win the nomination.

“I’m pleased that people have been enthusiastic about 
me joining the race for the Conservative nomination,” 
he said. “I look forward to talking with everyone in the 
run-up to election in June.”

A graduate of Fanshawe College’s photography pro-
gram, Van Galen has spent his time in St. Marys serving 
on local committees and boards to contribute to the town 
and business community. He also serves as the town’s 
representative on the Stratford and District Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Town of St. Marys Planning Advi-
sory Committee as its chairman.

Van Galen adds name to Conservative nomination pool
MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

St. Marys man banking on political experience to buoy candidacy

Mitchell man seeks to replace Perth-Wellington conservative MPP
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The Local Community Food Centre 
(CFC) raised enough money towards 
purchasing a new delivery truck to bring 
fresh, regionally-sourced produce and 
meats to communities.

According to the Local CFC’s web 
page for the capital campaign, the or-
ganization used their current truck for 
six years to deliver more than 250,000 
pounds of food from Elmira Produce 
Auction to municipalities like St. Marys, 
Listowel, Milverton, and Seaforth. The 
truck spends more time in the shop than 
on the road, so the Local CFC looked to 
raise $100,000 for a new truck. 

Derek Barnes, the community engage-
ment facilitator for the Local CFC, said 
the organization met their donation goal.

“It’s a tremendous relief knowing that 
we’ll be able to keep good, healthy food 
coming into our meals, market, and pro-
grams as well as to other organizations 
throughout the region,” Barnes said. 
“This was truly a community effort 
which involved support from govern-

ment, small businesses, and individuals 
making donations from $2 dropped into 
Simple Dreams jars to $25,000 grants. 
We really appreciate the generosity of 
all our neighbours who contributed espe-
cially during a time when, for so many, 
finances are so uncertain.”

The truck also brings in food for the 
organization’s community dinners and 
kitchen skills programs, in addition to 
the monthly Nourish Equal Access Mar-
ket in St. Marys and the Local CFC’s 
weekly produce deliver program. 

Barnes added that the organization is 
sending out the holiday fundraising cam-
paign asks by mail, to prepare for future 
operations and to meet a growing need.

“Demand for community meals, mar-
kets has increased over 200 per cent and 
there are no signs of that letting up,” 
Barnes said.

The Local CFC will also recruit volun-
teers to prepare community meals, assist 
with programing, and/or managing the 
market or the garden. More information 
about the organization can be found via 
thelocalcfc.org. 

As the old saying goes “it’s bet-
ter to give than to receive." That’s 
what a family based in Tavistock 
has abided by for this Christmas. 
Joyce Fischer says she and her kids 
and grandkids like to participate 
in a different project every year for 
those in need - especially at Christ-
mas.

This year, after seeing the need 
for the homeless men and women in 
Stratford, she convinced her family 
that it was a project meant for them. 
Joyce and her family are packing 
60 bags of many items in heavy 
duty Ziploc bags to give to 60 fami-
lies that are in need in Stratford.

They have purchased 180 pairs 
of socks, bright coloured shoe-
laces, masks, individual packs of 
Kleenex, kitchen garbage bags to 
put on their feet to keep them dry, 
five packs of wet ones for face and 
hands, breakfast bear paws and, 
of course, candy canes. When she 
talked to her grandchildren about 
this family project, they were con-
vinced it was the right thing to do 
(after many questions).

The list of donors also helping 
out include apples from Bickles Or-
chard Park Farms, 1,200 band-aids 
from Dr. Stacey Snider at Avon 
Family Medicine Centre, 60 bottles 
of soap, shampoo and mouthwash 
from the Arden Park Hotel, 60 
toothbrushes and toothpaste from 
Dr. Mark Straus at Straus Dental, 
60 individual packs of salted nuts 
from Tavistock IDA Pharmacy, 72 
combs from Flex Physiotherapy, 
60 individual packs of cheese and 
crackers and granola bars from 
Zehr‘s market, and 60 of the two 
packs of peeled hard-boiled eggs 
from Perth County egg farmers.

Neighbours Carl and Eileen Or-
ling also helped with some supplies 
and helped to bag products. Strat-
ford firefighters will be delivering 
these Christmas bags in the next 
week.

Mrs. Fisher added that there will 
be a new location in the basement at 
St.Paul's Anglican Church in Strat-
ford called “connection centre for 
the homeless," and it will be open-
ing soon this month to help those 
in the area who need help with the 
necessities of life.

The Local Community Food Centre meets truck 
fundraising goal

Tavistock family giving at Christmas

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

GARY WEST

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

GOAL REACHED
Pictured is the Local Community Food Centre has reached their goal of raising $75,000 
towards a new refrigeration truck. Pictured are some of the volunteers who help at the 
Centre and on the road.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

TAVISTOCK FAMILY GIVING
Pictured on Sunday, December 7 packing bags in their kitchen is left to right, Matthew Fischer, 
Melani Fischer, Emerson Allen, Paisley Allen, Dusty Allen and Joyce Fischer.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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This began with the idea that Nancy 
McDonald would pen her family’s histo-
ry. There was a richness to the life that 
she and her late husband, Heinz, had 
shared together for so long, and she felt 
that story deserved to be told.

The family history never got written. 
Not in the traditional sense, that is.

McDonald instead took a different 
route in telling these stories, crafting 
them into a series of books aimed at 
middle-grade students. The opener, Boy 
From Berlin, helped McDonald set the 
stage for Käfer Avigdor’s tale as a young 
boy in what would soon be a Germany 
swallowed whole by war and Hitler’s 
hate. She then finished the series with 
One Boy’s War, following Käfer’s con-
tinuing struggle against the Nazi regime.

One Boy’s War wound up earning Mc-
Donald a PenCraft Award for literary 
excellence, with them praising the novel 
by saying it is “an example of historical 
fiction that provides a riveting perspec-
tive of a time and its events to fascinate 
middle school readers. McDonald moves 
her adventurous story along quickly, 
keeping its intriguing plot always excit-
ing and entertaining to read.”

It proved to be a cherry on top of her 
labours, as McDonald admitted that 
Käfer was how she pictured Heinz to 
be as a boy. Telling the stories from that 
perspective gave McDonald a chance 
to write that family history in a more 
unique and compelling way.

“The novels are based on real people 
and real historical events – the father in 
the books is my late father-in-law, Ri-
fat Avigdor, an immensely talented and 
successful aeronautical engineer, who 
invented a ‘game changing’ fuel pump 
for fighter planes,” she said. “Rifat took 
the prototype and patent with him when 
he and his family fled Germany in 1938, 
and it’s a riveting tale that might well 
have remained untold had it not been for 
my discovery of a manila file folder con-
taining copies of letters he wrote to the 
British Home Office.”

It wasn’t until after Heinz had passed 
away that McDonald said she found 
those letters and discovered the lengths – 
and dangers – his family had gone to, not 
only in escaping Hitler’s reign but also to 
deliver a key technological advancement 
to the Allies. The letters went into detail 
about how the Avigdor family fought to 
be removed from the Enemy Alien list 
(due to their German citizenship) while 
living on the Nazi’s wanted list. The fuel 

pump that Rifat created allowed fighter 
planes to fly higher and was part of the 
German Air Forces’ secret weapons list 
and would eventually find its way into 
both the German’s Messerschmitts and 
Allies’ Spitfires.

It took lots of research from there, and 
McDonald did her best to find out every-
thing she could.

“I scoured the internet, flew to meet 
and speak with Heinz’s only living rela-

tive in Rome, and I travelled to Berlin and 
toured the family home, which had mi-
raculously survived British air attacks,” 
she said. “I was trying to re-create all of 
it from Heinz’s little boy point-of-view. I 
wandered around the nearby park where 
I knew he must have gone with his nan-
ny, along the streets of Chalottenburg he 
would’ve walked with his mama, and 
through the zoo, a place he went often. 
I took the train to the Hague and went 
down to the harbour at Scheveningen, 
where he and his family boarded a small 
fishing boat to cross the North Sea as 
bombs rained down on Rotterdam.”

McDonald said that during her re-
search she turned up many things – in-
cluding her husband’s Jewish heritage 
– that he either didn’t know about or talk 
about.

“Sadly, most of what I discovered, 
both in his father’s letters and through 
my research, Heinz never knew,” she 
said. “When the family moved to Can-
ada, none of it was ever discussed. Ev-
eryone put the past in the past and just 
got on with living. My original thought 
for all of this was to write a family histo-
ry for my sons and grandchildren, but as 
I started to weave together the facts I’d 
discovered with how I imagined young 
Heinz would have felt and acted, the his-
tory turned into his story – Boy From 
Berlin – told in his voice. One Boy’s War, 
which is much more a product of my 
imagination but still grounded in histor-
ical events, is inspired by Heinz and his 
family.”

The PenCraft award is just the topper 
to what One Boy’s War had already giv-
en to McDonald. She’s already released 
her next work, publishing Girl on the 
Run in September, and has the sequel 
planned.

“Girl on the Run was also aimed at 
middle-grade readers and takes place in 
Germany in the spring of 1933, a time 
of great change in the country,” she said. 
“The sequel will be out in June 2022.”

To keep up with Nancy McDonald 
and her work, follow her on www.nan-
cymcdonald.ca and on social media                   
(@nanmcd66).

McDonald earns PenCraft award with One Boy’s War
Author plumbs family history for fictional works

AWARD-WINNING HISTORY
Nancy McDonald shows off a copy of One Boy’s War, a novel that helped her win a 
PenCraft Award for Literary Excellence. The novel is the second in her series about her 
late husband’s family and their experiences during World War II, including her father-
in-law’s ‘game changing’ invention of a fuel pump for fighter planes that he smuggled 
out of Germany to give to the Allies.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Phase two of an affordable housing 
project on Britannia Street is set to pro-
ceed after the Stratford City Council 
approved a $6.8 million construction 
contract with Nith Valley Construction.

The contractor, based in New Ham-
burg, submitted the lowest bid out of 24 
applicants according to a report from 

City staff. The decision was made at the 
Council’s special meeting on November 
29th.

The total budget for the project is 
just over $9.7 million after an addition-
al $3.7 million were reallocated for the 
development. Those funds will be used 
to provide more amenities and ener-
gy-efficient design components to the 
three-storey building’s 27 units, includ-
ing renewable energy sources to offset 

the cost of heat and hydro for residents 
and potentially electric vehicle charging 
stations.

Several recommendations have been 
made by current Britannia Street resi-
dents that would enhance the complex, 
such as larger washrooms in accessible 
units, more trash bins, and non-essential 
community improvements like space for 
vegetable gardens or a playground.

In 2017, the first phase of Britannia 

Street’s affordable housing complex 
was approved by the Council and it was 
completed in 2019 with 35 units set at 
80 percent of the area’s average market 
rate.

Construction of phase two is expected 
to begin before the end of the year and 
finish sometime in 2022. However, the 
report does note that the construction 
won’t begin until funding from other 
levels of government is secured.

New Hamburg builder awarded $6.8 million contract 
for Britannia Street affordable housing development

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter
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Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 39

1) Which artist famously cut off his own ear?

2) Before the ill-fated Titanic struck an iceberg and 
sunk on April 14, 1912 what was the ship’s intended 
destination?

3) With A Little Help From My Friends and Lucy In 
The Sky With Diamonds featured on which Beatles 
album?

4) The Mad Hatter and the Cheshire Cat are characters 
in which famous book?

5) What is the term for a group of turkeys?

6) What was the first animal sent into Space?

7) If someone is described as a Kiwi, where are they 
from?

8) Who was the voice of Mr. Potato Head in "Toy 
Story"?

9) What’s the total number of dots on a pair of dice?

10) Which cartoon character lives in A Pineapple 
Under The Sea?
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Keith Dinicol played over 100 roles on the stage, but 
in real life he was known for three: as an outstanding 
actor, as a devoted and beloved family man, and as a 
committed and long-time community and social jus-
tice advocate.

Dinicol died in Victoria on November 18 after a 
stroke. He was 69. 

He and his wife Emma, a daughter of the late ar-
tistic director John Neville, had moved to Vancouver 
Island a year ago to be closer to their family after 
raising their three children here in Stratford. Tributes 
immediately poured in citing his acting career, his ef-
forts to promote social justice and community, and 
his sterling qualities as a family man.

"While he played a wide range of parts in drama 
and tragedy, his generous, joyful and energetic per-
sonality made him a natural and gifted comedian," 
the Festival's artistic director, Antoni Cimolini, said 
of Dinicol in a statement. "Just as he made his col-
leagues happy to be at his side, he brought delight and 
laughter to the hearts of countless audiences in a ca-
reer that spanned decades."

His son Sam, mourning the unexpected death of his 
father, wrote "While words cannot describe the shock 
and grief we are feeling right now, I can summon a 
few to tell you about the good man Keith Dinicol was. 
My Dad will be remembered by many as a gifted ac-
tor. He was one of the finest classical character actors 
to ever grace the Canadian stage. But he was even 
prouder of his family."

 "This is a small snapshot of who my dad was," Sam 
continued. "An extraordinarily loving father, grand-
father, and husband. A people person with a big heart 
who was fiercely loyal to his people. As a man, he was 
the gold standard."

Stratford citizens will remember Keith Dinicol's run 
for the NDP in the 2006 federal election. Though he 
did not win, he made a lasting impression through his 
statements as a candidate and his desire to serve as a 

force for good.
"He would have made a great elected representative 

if he had been successful, " his son Sam wrote.
Some of Keith's other community activities includ-

ed volunteering for local fundraisers and serving as 
a board member of PAL Stratford and Gallery Strat-
ford.

In his 29 seasons at the Festival, Keith performed 

more than 100 roles between 1981 and 2015. Among 
them were Pisthetairos in The Birds (2003), Subtle in 
The Alchemist (1999), Cleante in Tartruffe (2000), 
Cool in London Assurance (2006), the Dromios in 
The Comedy of Errors (1989), Nick Bottom in Mid-
summer Night's Dream (1989), and Sir Benjamin 
Backbite in 1987's The School for Scandal.

Musical credits included the Rabbi in Fiddler on the 
Roof (2000), the Court Clerk in Hello, Dolly! (2005), 
Everett Baker in Crazy for You (2014) and Mr. Bas-
combe in Carousel (2015), which was his final Strat-
ford show. 

Keith was also featured in television roles in Des-
ignated Survivor, Schitt's Creek, Reign and Murdoch 
Mysteries and played reclusive artist Arthur Driscoll 
in the Hallmark drama  ‘Chesapeake Shores’.

Besides his wife Emma and son Sam, Keith leaves 
children Joe and Sophie and two grandchildren. In 
lieu of flowers the family requests donations to the 
Perth-Wellington NDP or a charity of choice.

Veteran Festival actor Dinicol passes away
JULIA SCHNEIDER

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

DINICOL PASSES AWAY
Stratford Festival veteran actor Keith Dinicol, centre, as Pisthetairos with members of the company in the 2003 pro-
duction of The Birds.

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)



December 2021 11Stratford Times

Eco Club hard at work
Welcome to Seeking Sustainability! 

This column is a new project taken on by 
the Stratford District Secondary School 
Eco Club, and its purpose is to share en-
vironmental news and initiatives with the 
public. Our eco club first started last year 
with about five members, and has now 
grown to around 50 members! 

We are involved in many local initia-
tives, such as a reusable plastic bags ini-
tiative, naturalization project, and our 
school’s own composter cow, working 
hard to ensure that a positive and green 
change is instilled within the Stratford 
community. Our plastic bag initiative has 
had students donating hundreds of milk 
bags which people like Patricia Nascu 
use to crochet large multi-purpose bags. 
These bags are donated to non-profit orga-
nizations where people can pick them up 
for free or purchase via donation that will 
benefit the Rotary Environmental Fund. 

“While waiting for the government to 
ban single use plastic bags, I’m doing my 
best to put them to good use,” Patricia said.

The Eco Club is also working on natu-
ralizing the school, and has received fund-
ing from the Municipal Energy and Envi-
ronment Committee to plant several trees 
in the school yard. We have also received 
a grant from United Way Youth In Ac-
tion, which will go towards making bet-
ter, more effective use of the land. We are 
thrilled to add this column to our growing 
list of initiatives!

This November, the 26th United Nations 
Climate Change Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) was held in Glasgow, Scotland. 
Canada announced funding and invest-
ments to help developing countries tran-
sition to cleaner economies, support vul-
nerable countries against the damaging 
impact of climate change, and increase 
their resilience. Canada also invested in 
a New Global Initiative for Transitioning 
Remote Communities to Renewable Ener-
gy, at a COP26 side event hosted by Indig-
enous Clean Energy.

Canada pledged to end exports of ther-
mal coal by 2030, and to end direct pub-
lic support for the fossil fuel sector by 
the end of 2022. Canada is the first major 
oil-producing country moving to reduce 
pollution from oil and gas industries to 
net-zero by 2050. Ultimately, the Glasgow 
Climate Pact was created and unanimous-
ly agreed upon, summarizing the goals of 
each country to combat climate change. 
This was the first COP pact to mention 
fossil fuels, yet called for them to be only 
‘phased down’ not ‘phased out’, which 
would have made the goal of a maximum 
1.5ºC increase in global temperature more 
feasible. Currently, this does not look like-

ly, as even when one takes into consider-
ation the promises made at COP26, the 
projected rise in global temperatures is 
still 2.4ºC. This unacceptable risk requires 
climate activists to continue to stand up to 
change our future for the better.

The holidays have become the most 
wasteful time of the year, with excessive 
gift-giving, unsustainable presents, and 
gifts covered in single-use wrapping pa-
per – a costly practise for both our wallets 
and the environment.

We can, however, minimise the amount 
of waste produced over the holiday season 
by re-thinking what we buy, where we 
buy it from, and how we wrap it. We've 
been conditioned to believe that thrifted 
gifts aren’t as valuable, but this is not true. 
We live in a plentiful world, and many 
items on the second-hand market are in 
near-new condition. Local markets where 
items are manufactured by hand may also 
be worthwhile to visit. Their products are 
often more durable and require little to no 
packaging.

Stores such as The Little Green Gro-
cery, The Gentle Rain, as well as the 
upcoming Yorklane Art Collective Art 
Market all sell and produce quality, sus-
tainable gifts. Furthermore, it is not only 
the gifts themselves that produce waste. 
Single-use wrapping paper and shopping 
bags contribute the equivalent of 100,000 
elephants in the form of waste. In order 
to reduce your waste, try wrapping with 
newspapers, fabric, or jars! During this 
wonderful, joyous time, it is important to 
remember that we are responsible for re-
maining environmentally conscious and 
aware of the waste we produce. 

An often dangerous situation requiring 
immediate action -- that is the definition 
of an emergency, according to the climate 
emergency declaration passed by Strat-
ford’s City Councillors. This motion was 
passed on February 10th, 2020 - 22 months 
ago. Since then, we have not seen enough 
action taken to uphold the commitment to 
‘immediate action’. Additionally, a mo-
tion was passed to discuss the inclusion 
of a long term emissions reduction plan 
in the 2021 budget. 2022 budget decisions 
are quickly approaching, with discussions 
beginning on December 14th. The climate 
crisis is here, and if you disagree, just look 
across Canada. We are seeing the direct 
effects of increased global warming, with 
intense fires and extreme floods. Import-
ant monetary meetings are fast approach-
ing in Stratford, and climate change needs 
to be a highly discussed topic. Funds need 
to be allocated for the implementation of 
the climate plan, to hire City staff focused 
on the environment, and to extend the con-

tract of the climate change coordinator.
As the reality of climate change becomes 

even more clear, our community needs 
to take concrete action towards a carbon 
neutral society. The transition to a more 
sustainable future will not be inexpensive, 
and therefore requires direct allotment of 

money. Please scan the QR code and email 
Stratford’s Council, to make sure that the 
environment is a key part of budget de-
cisions. You can also reach City Council 
through the City of Stratford website.

Come back next month to see what’s 
new with Seeking Sustainability.

Seeking Sustainability

A ragtag group of Indigenous dancers 
heads from Saskatchewan to Europe in 
this novel set in the 70s. When the real 
Prairie Chicken Dance Troupe comes 
down with food poisoning the day be-
fore their tour, a group of former danc-
ers is quickly assembled to take their 
place. 

John Greyeyes, retired cowboy and 
brother of the band chief, is arm-twist-
ed into running this makeshift tour. His 
dancers are Edna, a middle aged wom-
an with arthritis, her niece Desiree and 
a young American, Lucas Pretends Ea-
gle. 

Dumont takes on many serious issues 
in this novel -- from misogyny, racism, 
the fetishization of "Indians" by Euro-
peans, religion, sexual orientation, and 
the effects of residential schools, to the 
way society turns Indigenous people 
against themselves. But the book is also 
hilarious.

The tone is light and snappy, with she-
nanigans right from the start. In one un-
expected turn after another, something 
outrageous is happening. Beyond the 
plot devices, there are also sly digs at 
every stereotype you can think of. Even 
while the action is zany, the characters 
are engaging -- despite being embroiled 
in slightly ridiculous events. There are 
serious moments too, times when you 
can really feel for the characters with 

their secret struggles. Edna grapples 
with the legacy of her time in residen-
tial school, while John struggles to ac-
knowledge his identity as a gay man af-
ter he makes an instant connection with 
their charming guide to the Indigenous 
World Gathering in Kiruna, Sweden.

This is definitely one to draw out lots 
of discussion and opinion, which both 
seriously engages the reader and zips 
by with its farcical action. If you enjoy 
Thomas King or Drew Hayden Taylor's 
sharply humorous novels, you might re-
ally like this one too.

MELANIE KINDRACHUK

Stratford Public Library

Queer Book of the Month
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MAKING THEIR VOICES HEARD
Members and supporters of Stop Violence Against Women Perth County held a rally at Stratford City Hall on Thursday, Nov. 25, as part of International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women. The group gathered on the steps of City Hall before forming a silent ring around part of the building. In the picture at right, Jane Spidell, Ann Baggley 
and Emma Sadler (along with Tekaiya) then posed with their signs after the formal rally had concluded.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

An exciting transformation of the 
gardens at the Stratford Public Library 
(SPL) is underway this fall through a 
collaboration between Klomps Land-
scaping Inc and the Library Garden Re-
newal Committee. The design will fea-
ture three seating areas and five garden 
beds. Work has commenced and will be 
completed in the spring of 2022.

Since the mid 1960’s, the Stratford and 
District Horticultural Society (SDHS) 
volunteers have worked with the SPL 
to maintain a garden in front of the li-
brary. The original design was by Strat-
ford resident and award winning SDHS 
member Joan Dickson. She is well re-
membered as a driving force with the 
Society as both Board Chair and a long-
time member. 

Dickson initiated huge projects such 
as the planting of the Lilac Glenn and 
the planting of thousands of daffodil 
bulbs in the TJ Dolan nature area. It is 
also said that she researched and select-
ed all the plants mentioned in plays for 
the Shakespearean garden. 

The library garden was last refur-
bished in the late 1990’s as a celebratory 
endeavour marking the 100 year anni-
versary of the SPL and the 125th of the 
SDHS. It was designed to be viewed by 
passersby from the sidewalk or street. 
The renewal project includes a redesign, 
replant, and restore of the main garden 
creating an inviting interactive space 
for library activities and the enjoyment 

of all residents and visitors alike.
“Beautifying Stratford through care of 

public gardens supports SDHS’s vision: 
‘Gardening for Life’. Our volunteers are 
excited about renewing the library gar-
den, incorporating recent understand-
ing about gardening for nature by the 
use of native and pollinator plants, and 

creating a space that can accommodate 
people’s activities in a natural setting,” 
said Maureen Cocksedge, president of 
the SDHS.

The space will be used as a demon-
stration and teaching garden, a ven-
ue for library activities, and a garden 
space for the use and enjoyment of all             

residents and visitors. The renewed gar-
den will incorporate heritage features 
including the rock commemorating 
Central School, which was once located 
in the building, and heritage plants such 
as 1812 roses, ‘Believe in Tomorrow’ 
iris, and ‘City of Stratford’ iris.

Funding and support of the project 
is a collaboration between SDHS, the 
Stratford Public Library Foundation, 
the City of Stratford, and grants from 
the Stratford Perth Community Foun-
dation. Grants are provided from the 
Culliton Fund, The Judy Reibling Leg-
acy Fund, the Mansbridge Environment 
Fund, the Smart Caring Community 
Fund and The Reading Fund.

“We look forward to seeing the soci-
ety’s vision realized in the revitalization 
of these gardens into a welcoming space 
to read, to connect, to learn, or to rest 
and relax in the beauty,” said Heidi Cul-
liton, executive director of the Commu-
nity Foundation. “Several funds man-
aged by our Foundation co-funded this 
project. In our grant-making, we are 
proud to facilitate these important con-
nections.”

Julie Merritt, chief executive officer of 
the Stratford Public Library, said they 
are thrilled to be partnering up like this 
and having the opportunity to create 
more useable space.

“Green spaces are so vital to a strong 
and healthy community and we thank 
all our partners for their initiative, vi-
sion, and support in developing en-
hanced service and spaces at the library 
in such a beautiful way,” she said.

Garden renewal project underway at 
Stratford Public Library

LISA CHESTER

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

GROWING THE GARDEN -- 
Spring 2021 at Stratford Public Library Garden featuring the Central School rock, the 
1812 rose bush and ‘Believe in Tomorrow’ iris, the official floral bloom of the SDHS. 
The featured flowers will be retained in the new garden.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/LORRIE MCFADDEN)



December 2021 13Stratford Times

More accessible bus shelters and an ac-
cessibility campaign were announced at 
the 2021 Transit Accessibility meeting. 

Mike Mousley, director of transit for 
the City of Stratford, ran a virtual meet-
ing about Transit Accessibility on Nov. 17, 
going over the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act (AODA) and the tran-
sit section of the city’s accessibility plan. 

Mousley announced the installation of 
the accessible solar powered lighted shel-
ters for 2021 was completed in the fall. The 
shelters provide lots of space for riders, 
including people who use a mobility de-
vice, so they do not have to face inclem-
ent weather unprotected. The shelters also 
light up at night. 

The new shelters are located at the fol-

lowing stops:
- Foodland on Downie Street
- Greenwood and Campbell Court
- John and Charles Street
- Canadian Tire on Ontario Street
- Norfolk and Borden Street
- Zehrs (The shelter was replaced) 
- Shoppers Drug Mart on Ontario Street
- Service Canada behind McDonalds
- Gaff and Kemp Crescent
- Scotia Bank on Wright Boulevard
- Features on Waterloo Street
- Dunn and Packham Road
- Stackpole on Monteith Avenue 
There will be more accessible solar pow-

ered lighted shelters in 2022. 
In July 2021, The Ontario Public Tran-

sit Association (OPTA) approved the En-
Abling Change campaign launch on all 
Ontario public transit and local social me-
dia outlets. EnAbling Change will encour-

age riders, if able, to offer seats to passen-
gers with disabilities and other passengers, 
state that service or comfort animals are 
allowed, understanding what is priority 
boarding, and acknowledging that not all 
disabilities are visible. Stratford is expect-
ed to launch the campaign in early 2022.  

“They’re great messages and all Ontario 
transit’s on board with this marketing cam-
paign.” Mousley said. “We’re really excited 
for this campaign and I’m pretty sure Strat-
ford’s the first one to see what this market-
ing campaign is going to look like.” 

It has been about a year since a real-time 
transit app was launched for transit riders, 
so they can stay updated on any delays or 
changes to their route.  

“The real-time component has been real-
ly a great thing to have and people use it all 
the time,” Mousley said. He added that any 
time something goes wrong with the app, 

many people call him and let him know – 
which shows how many riders use it. It’s 
been well-received and I’m happy about 
that.” 

The Stratford website was also updated 
by Brad Hernden and staff to increase ac-
cessibility and standardize the layout. 

The AODA mandates at least one annu-
al public meeting, including transit in the 
accessibility plan, and for a chance for the 
public to provide feedback. The AODA 
hasn’t had any changes since 2017. 

“We’re still compliant with almost ev-
erything that we do,” Mousley said. 

To read about the City of Stratford’s ac-
cessibility plan, including accessible tran-
sit, visit stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/ac-
cessibility.aspx?_mid_=26201. Residents 
can send their feedback to mmousley@
stratford.ca.

Stratford Transit to provide more accessible bus 
shelters, launch 2022 accessibility campaign

EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

Not even a global pandemic can keep a 
good idea down for long.

The Stratford and District Chamber of 
Commerce hosted their first Chamber 
Young Professionals event on November 
25 at the Tom Patterson Theatre, marking 
the first time they had hosted that partic-
ular get-together since before COVID-19 
struck and forced everyone and everything 
into an unwanted pause.

In making its comeback, the CYP pro-
gram – something for Chamber members 
between 22-40 years old -- gave young 
professionals the chance to gather and net-
work with one another while taking notes 
during a tax tips presentation from Famme 
& Company. It’s things like tax tips that 
help in small ways, but being able to gath-
er and share experiences has been just as 
valuable.

Eddie Matthews, the Chamber’s general 
manager, said the CYP program was born 
from a regular Business After 5 event 
where he heard from some of the younger 
members they would like to network with 
more people in their age group.

“They wanted a networking experience 
with others their age in which they could 
share stories and experiences about busi-
ness models and what others were going 
through in starting up their own business-
es,” he said. “The ones we hosted before 
the pandemic halted everything were so 
well attended. We did three or four events 
and it was great to have the young pros 
meeting established owners and spending 
time doing question and answer sessions 
about the business we would meet at.”

It didn’t hurt that some of the first meet-
ings were held at Jobsite Brewing and 
Stratford Axes, giving the get-togethers a 
little bit of kick to go with the networking 

opportunities. Matthews said the program 
took another step forward when Your 
Neighbourhood Credit Union stepped in 
and became the title sponsor.

“That just shows how much they be-
lieve in supporting new business ideas and 
small businesses,” he said.

For their part, YNCU believes the pro-
gram helps fill a distinct need in the com-
munity and they were more than happy to 
help facilitate that. Tanya Drouillard, the 
manager of member services at YNCU’s 
Stratford branch, said it’s a hand-in-hand 
relationship as they see it.

“Relationship building and financial lit-
eracy are key components of growing as a 
business owner and working professional,” 
she said. “This program bridges that gap 
and offers the next generation opportuni-
ties to network, gain community support 
and connect and learn from one another. 
Our long-term goal is to ensure our next 

generation of working professionals and 
entrepreneurs in Stratford have access to 
the resources and connections they need to 
be successful.”

Drouillard credits the work of the 
sub-committee responsible for the pro-
gram, as they not only were able to pivot 
during the pandemic shut-down but also 
kept planning for the day when in-person 
networking would once again be a viable 
option.

“After hosting a few very successful 
events in 2019, we continued to play our 
future events based on feedback from par-
ticipants,” she said. Through the pandem-
ic, we were able to host one well-attend-
ed virtual event, but after consulting our 
attendees, it seemed they were ready to 
get back together in person, and this event 
didn’t disappoint.”

For his part, Franklin Famme said 
the CYP program aligns nicely with his       

company’s philosophies of putting peo-
ple first and making sure their staff is well 
trained. He highlights the importance of 
programs like this in today’s marketplace 
as a means of giving people greater access 
to success through shared knowledge.

“The CYP is particularly important now 
because there are many people who have 
left the workforce as a result of COVID, 
and our economy is relying on young peo-
ple to fill in the missing gaps,” he said. “The 
only way we as a society can prosper and 
recover is to have a solid workforce which 
includes both the mature and younger 
workers. While it’s true that the pandemic 
has shed a light on the importance of our 
younger professionals, Famme & Co. have 
always valued young staff who learn and 
grow within our organization.”

Famme added that it was fitting they 
were the ones to speak at this event, giv-
en they were to host the CYP gathering in 
March 2020 before the shutdown cancelled 
those plans. He plans on staying the course 
as the program moves forward.

“We will continue to encourage our 
young professionals to get involved in 
CYP educational and networking events 
such that our business will continue to 
grow and thrive for many years to come,” 
he said.

Matthews echoed Famme’s statement 
when it came to the value of the program, 
and said their next key step will be to re-es-
tablish momentum going into the future.

“The mix and mingle format works re-
ally well, and the Chamber Young Profes-
sionals learn something and fun in doing 
so,” he said. “We want to get back to doing 
these every few months, and we also want 
everyone to leave these events learning at 
least one key thing, even if it’s just meet-
ing new people, we want them to get con-
nected to the business community around 
them.”

Stratford CYP event returns after pandemic pause
Shared connections adds value for young professionals

MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

TIPPING YOU OFF
Franklin Famme of Famme & Co. Professional Corporation speaks to the gathered 
audience at the Chamber of Commerce’s young professional’s event at the Tom Patter-
son Theatre on Thursday, Nov. 25. It was the first time the Chamber had been able to 
host one of their CYP events since the start of the pandemic, allowing young business 
people to gather and network.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your plumbing, Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your plumbing, 
heating and excavation needs! Fully licensed and insured heating and excavation needs! Fully licensed and insured 

plumbers and gas fitters on staff.plumbers and gas fitters on staff.

519-274-0160

Beginning mid-November, Accu-
metal Manufacturing in Stratford 
made the decision to officially cer-
tify as a living wage employer. They 
join almost 40 other businesses in the 
Stratford-Perth region to have gained 
this certification, as a representation to 
their employees and the community of 
their commitment to paying a fair liv-
ing wage.

"We are proud to be formalizing our 
ongoing commitment to pay our em-
ployees above a wage that ensures a de-
cent standard of living,” said Heather 
Brown, controller at Accumetal Man-
ufacturing. “The men and women of 
Accumetal are a dedicated and skilled 
bunch who deserve to be compensat-
ed fairly for their time so they can live 
well and prosper in our community."

The living wage conversation be-
gan back in 2015 when the Social Re-
search and Planning Council, through 
the support of United Way, convened 
to discuss research opportunities in 
the Stratford-Perth community. After 
coming to the decision that the living 
wage was a concept they were inter-
ested in pursuing, they surveyed the 
community, talking with a variety 
of local businesses, employers, and              

agencies to gauge the existing level of 
interest. The result was an overwhelm-
ing support for a program that worked 
towards the increased implementation 
of a living-wage among businesses in 
the Stratford area.

United Way decided that a certifica-
tion program would allow businesses 
to be recognized for their commitment 
to their employers and demonstrate 
their investment in a healthier commu-
nity.

“The research has led us to say that 
this is one of the best strategies we 
have in our community to work against 
poverty,” said Ryan Erb, executive di-
rector of United Way. “When we all 
commit to paying decent wages, then 
everyone can afford these services and 
important needs that they have. So now 
what we’re doing moreso, is we’re ac-
tually encouraging employers to certi-
fy and that helps them to demonstrate 
leadership and show the community 
that they care about their employees, 
and they all do. If we all do that, we 
can increase wages across the board, 
and that’s happened with a number of 
companies, in order to certify they’ve 
increased their wages, then we’re all 
better off as a community.”

Accumetal, along with approximate-
ly 300 businesses in the Stratford-Perth 
area, have established a partnership 

with United Way through which they 
are able to contribute to communi-
ty improvement by way of ensuring 
sustainable wages, and fundraising to 
reduce poverty and homelessness. Ac-
cumetal contributes to this by running 
a workplace campaign which allows 
their employees to donate to United 
Way.

“We found out about the living way 
program through United Way, and we 
found out about it through our partner-
ship with them. We wanted to figure 
out what it would take to become a 
living wage employer, and we realized 
that we were already doing the things 
it took to be one, so we then went about 
the steps to certify,” said Cassidy 
Stewart, Human Resources Generalist 
for Accumetal.

The living wage is calculated by the 
Social Research and Planning Coun-
cil, who gathers local data and relays 
the information to the Ontario Living 
Wage Network. Currently, the Ontar-
io Living Wage Network has collected 
sufficient data to calculate the living 
wage for 27 different regions across 
the province and is working toward in-
creasing this number.

Research and feedback from employ-
ers even suggests that paying a living 
wage is very beneficial to a business. 
By doing so, a business can increase 

their productivity and the number of 
employees committed to their jobs, as 
well as reducing turnover costs. Many 
businesses have reported that paying a 
living wage has been more beneficial 
financially in the long run.

Joani Gerber, CEO of investStratford 
commends Accumetal and other com-
panies that have taken the step to certi-
fy as a living wage employer.

“One of the key pillars for invest-
Stratford is to support workplace de-
velopment, so obviously if our em-
ployers are taking a very hard look at 
compensation, and benefit packages in 
order to try to recruit a workforce, the 
living wage conversation and the living 
wage certification is really important,” 
Gerber said. “From a community per-
spective, the costs of living, not just in 
Stratford, but in Perth county and all of 
Ontario at large, have risen significant-
ly, and there is no doubt that salaries 
haven’t kept up with that cost of living, 
and so for every community and every 
company that has acknowledged that 
living wage, it’s an important compo-
nent of that compensation package as 
our companies are thinking about it.”

United Way is hopeful that more 
businesses will pursue this living wage 
certification and demonstrate their 
commitment to their employees and 
the Stratford-Perth community.

Accumetal Certifies as Living Wage Employer
DELANEY REGEHR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter
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The early 20th century was a fascinating time 
for innovations in building and architecture with 
movements that spread in what was a global society 
before World War I disturbed this notion. For some 
Canadians, it was a time of optimism where people 
– or a least the literature of certain echelons of so-
ciety – expressed a strong faith in science, technol-
ogy, and progress (a term that I believe to be quite 
elusive). In the period between 1900 and 1914, Can-
ada matured into an industrial country. This was 
an occurrence that took place a few years after our 
southern neighbourhood, and certainly not with the 
same magnitude, but was nonetheless impressive.

Yet, rapid industrialization disenchanted some. 
The Arts and Crafts movement, as well as the sub-
sequent Craftsman movement which we explore 
pieces of here, formed in reaction to the monotony, 
mass-production, and, most crucially, the disloca-
tion of the artisan.

The Arts and Crafts Movement
In this last month of 2021, I use this piece to pay 

homage to Gustav Stickley’s first edition of The 
Craftsman that was published in October 1901 and 
helped to spread Craftsman architecture and the 
Arts and Crafts movement throughout North Amer-
ica. Well-known to students and enthusiasts of the 
Craftsman movement, Gustav Stickley is hardly 
a household name. Though, to better understand 
Stratford’s Craftsman architect, it is worth briefly 
explaining the significance of this individual.

A stonemason’s son, Gustav Stickley was an 
American-born furniture maker who became a 
strong proponent of the Arts and Crafts movement 
that was pioneered by British poet, textile designer, 
and activist William Morris. Stickley, who crafted 
his own furniture, believed as Morris did that in-
dustrialization had made the artisan subservient to 
the machine.

Stickley looked to the Mediaeval times when the 
craftsman was “a self-respecting man, since he 
owned no superior but his art.” According to him, 
the factory system that emerged out of the 19th 

century was “a regime responsible for the lowest 
stage in the degeneration of the craftsman.”

Stickley observed that, “We marry usually whom 
we please, and live where we please, and work as 
we please – but when it comes to that most vital 
matter – building a home, individuality and inde-
pendence seem to vanish.” He believed in practi-
cal homes that nurtured relationships and bonding. 
Through design, this meant decompartmentalizing 
the home by opening the living room as a space 
equivalent to the “great hall” of ancient dwellings. 
In other words, an idealized space where people 
would read, study, and dance, and build memo-
ries in each other’s company. The fireplace was 
the heart of the living room and coziness was key. 
Woodwork, including wainscoting and panelling, 
was to be composed of oak, chestnut, cypress, ash, 
or elm. Built-in furniture ensured that the design 
was practical and suited to the interior of the home. 
In response to gaudy Victorian notions of vanity 
expressed in exterior ornamentation and ostenta-
tious decoration, the practical and purpose-built 
Craftsman interior was to influence the exterior 
construction of the home.

It is at this point that we turn our attention to two 
particularly fine examples of Craftsman homes in 
Stratford, 71 Mornington and 151 Avon.

71 Mornington
In 1921, Dr. Lorne Robertson had 71 Mornington 

constructed for his parents, Dr. and Mrs. J.A. Rob-
ertson. The senior doctor, who was known as a no-
ble character, “became known as the Grand Trunk 
Railway, was president of the Ontario College of 
Physicians and Surgeons and served as the city’s 
health officer,” according to the Stratford-Perth 
branch of the Architectural Conservancy of On-
tario. Both doctors are known to have had contact 
with renowned physician, Norman Bethune.

The home has prominent Craftsman features 
including a long roof; a gable and a shed dormer; 
overhanging, bracketed eaves and rafter tails; a 
cozy porch supported by brick piers and tapered 
wood posts, and a prominent chimney. With earthy 
tones from the stucco and brown brick envelope, as 
well as the long roof shape, this homee enunciates 

the Craftsman ideal of homeliness. The dormers are 
stylish and practical, allowing extra living space 
and light in the upper portion of the home. Lastly, 
the landscaping links the home to the environment.

151 Avon
151 Avon was constructed in 1926 but wasn’t 

occupied until 1928 when Cecil Charles Hodgins 
lived there with his wife Izetta. Hodgins was a 
World War I veteran who was born in Estevan, 
Saskatchewan. He worked as a clerk for Kroehler 
Manufacturing Co.

This home is also a fine example of the ideal 
Craftsman in the eyes of Stickley. The fieldstone 
foundation is picturesque and preferred, according 
to Stickley. Stone is further applied for the chimney 
and piers and continues southward to form a wall 
that includes a porte-cochère. Like the roof itself, 
the dormers are hipped and have flared eaves, influ-
ences from Japanese architecture. Although likely 
not original, the windows are grouped and mim-
ic the effect of multiple panes atop a single pane, 
another feature that was applied in the Craftsman 
style. The brick is an earthy brown and is wire-cut 
vertically, giving more texture and ruggedness to 
home. The warm tones place it cozily and naturally 
on this street corner. 

The Albany Kit Home published in 1916 by the 
Sovereign Construction Company

Although deeply rooted in California through the 
architecture of brothers Henry Mather and Charles 
Sumner Greene, Craftsman architecture became 
immensely popular and, ironically, often mass-pro-
duced by developers – rather than architects – 
throughout North American, The popularity can 
surely be attributed in part to Stickley’s publica-
tions. Styles were often imitated, which is evident 
in the similarities between 151 Avon Street and this 
“kit house” shown above that was published by the 
Sovereign Construction Company in 1916. If only 
the Craftsman movement spread a little bit more 
in Stratford. Nonetheless, let us recognize that our 
small Craftsman collection is “infinitely more of a 
beauty that is real and lasting because it is born out 
of use and taste.” Oh, and don’t be surprised to see 
a Part Two on Craftsman homes in the future

HAYDEN BULBROOK

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

Signs of Stickley and the Craftsman Movement in Stratford

As remarked upon in Stickley’s 
Craftsman Houses: A Book for Home-Makers, the fire-
place was a key feature of the Craftsman interior.

71 MORNINGTON 
The quintessential Craftsman

151 AVON 
Flared eaves, stonework, and grouped windows are key 
features of this Craftsman.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO) (HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO) (HAYDEN BULBROOK PHOTO)
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Stratford Greets Santa at Kinsmen's Parade of Lights



December 2021 17Stratford Times

Stratford Greets Santa at Kinsmen's Parade of Lights
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Students at Romeo Public School are 
doing their part to help the environ-
ment, and along the way perhaps help 
honour the land in another way at the 
same time.

The school has been awarded $3,000 
from TD Friends of the Environment 
to put towards their pollinator gar-
den project that will put shovels in the 
ground come spring. Luke van Schaik, 
the teacher helping to coordinate the 
project, said this all began when he 
looked into outdoor education pro-
grams for students that they would be 
able to do within the confines of the 
schoolyard.

“We put the challenge out school-
wide, and it just happened to coincide 
with the United Nations’ call for 2021-
2030 to be the Decade for Ecosystem 
Restoration,” he said. “It also works 
well with our Land Claim Acknowl-
edgement from last year. We looked 
for a project that would help us protect 
the environment, and this was what the 
school came up with.”

The top ideas coming from students 
were to build a garden and also help 
clean the environment. A pollination 
garden will help do both, and van 
Schaik said the project will be mostly 
student driven.

“Any students interested can submit 
a garden design, and the winner will 
be picked before we go on our Christ-
mas break,” he said. “The students will 
then research which plants go into the 
garden, and the one requirement there 
is that plants have to be indigenous or 
native plants to the area. We’ve been 
looking at which flowering plants will 
help the most, and there will be no pas-
sive species planted that would result in 
a detrimental environmental impact.”

Romeo has reached out to the local 
horticultural society for help in putting 
their plan together, and they’ve been 
looking to partner with other commu-
nity groups as well to find help caring 
for the garden once it’s been planted.

“The maximum size will be 32 square 
meters, so it’s not going to be a small 
thing,” van Schaik said. “I think this 
will be a rich learning environment for 
the kids because it gives them a chance 
to put into practice what they’re learn-

ing about. It has extensive links to the 
curriculum, and it connects back to the 
land with ties back to the stewardship 
program.”

The land acknowledgement program 
Romeo kicked off a year ago plays no 
small part in the garden project, van 
Schaik said, as students have taken 
up the call from indigenous peoples of 
Canada.

“Last year we launched a morning 
announcement called a Land Acknowl-
edgement, through Student Voice,” he 
said. “It’s a short script that the stu-
dents reach each morning before the 
national anthem, and it’s something we 
started after doing a unit on the Haude-
nosaunee.”

The script reads as follows:
We acknowledge that we are on the 

traditional land of the Anishinaabe 
Peoples. We wish to recognize the long 
history of Indigenous Peoples in Cana-
da and show our respect to them today. 
We recognize their stewardship of the 
land; May we all live with respect on 
this land and live in peace and friend-
ship.

Reflect on:
What does this land mean to you?
What responsibilities do we have to 

the First Peoples of Canada?
What actions could we take at Romeo 

to make Canada a better place for ev-
eryone to live in?

Additionally, the project helps van 
Schaik and other teachers bring other 
areas of education into play.

“This has ties to math – students 
will have to budget and plan for which 
plants they’re going to use,” he said. 
“This allows those students who don’t 
necessarily like math to find a way to 
use those skills in a way that makes 
more sense to them. When they find 
out how it helps the garden, a light bulb 
goes on.”

The project is scheduled to begin in 
mid-May with completion by the end of 
the school year in June. Anyone want-
ing to contribute is welcome to contact 
the school.

“We’re open to any donations and 
help from the community,” van Schaik 
said. “We’re looking for whatever we 
can because it all helps, and we’ll be 
able to build stronger community ties 
from it.”

Pollinator project hoping for deeper roots
MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Romeo PS rakes in TD funding to help with garden

COMING SOON
Students at Romeo Public School have been submitting their ideas for the design of 
the school's pollinator garden project, which will begin in May 2022. The funding for 
the project came from TD Friends of the Environment, and the winning design will be 
selected before Christmas break.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

Stratford Branch 8
ATTENTION ALL CANADIAN MILITARY 

VETERANS, REGULAR AND 
RESERVIST FORCES

Branch 8 offers assistance, through the services of Veteran 
Affairs Canada, to eligible veterans, their spouses, widows 

and dependents through the Poppy Fund. Our Branch Service 
Officer Reg Simpson, with 28 years of experience in his 

career, may be able to assist those with health and financial 
issues, or those dealing with homelessness or emergency 

situations.  Call Reg at the Branch 8 office (519-271-4540) to 
arrange a consultation. He will be pleased to assist.

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
TO STAY UPDATED

Facebook.com/StratfordTimesNewspaper
Twitter.com/Stratford_Times

Instagram.com/Stratford_Times
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JOY
LOVE
PEACE
HARMONY
HEALTH
HAPPINESS
& GOOD
FORTUNE

From the Partners
and staff at

25 Water St.N., St. Marys 519-284-1030

125 Ontario St., Stratford 519-271-7581
210 Oxford St. E., London 519-432-1663

For those who have faith, an answer 
will always present itself.

For more than 25 years, the Stratford 
Mission Depot (SMD) has been accept-
ing discarded and donated medical sup-
plies to re-direct to areas of need around 
the globe. Until recently, they didn’t 
have a place to put down roots for the 
long term.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church has 
opened their doors to the SMD in their 
hour of need, giving them use of Hayter 
Hall to carry out their good work.

Jean Aitcheson, a retired registered 
nurse and one of the driving forces be-
hind SMD, said the news couldn’t have 
come at a better time. Their previous 
home, the former Heinbuch Funeral 
Home, has been put up for sale and the 
owner asked SMD to relocate their op-
eration in order to prepare the property 
for sale. Aitcheson thanked Kevin Lar-
son for the space, but was very excited 
about the move to St. Andrew’s.

“We were invited in to see the space 
(in Hayter Hall), and we fell in love with 
it,” she said. “It’s the perfect size, and so 
warm and inviting. Most of all, we are 
happy to be here and to be able to con-
tinue doing the work that helps so many 
people.”

Aitcheson said that SMD collects 
supplies from all over southwestern 
Ontario to repackage and distribute to 
countries in need of help. Many times, 
supplies in hospitals that have passed 
their expiry date are still useable but are 
disposed of. Aitcheson and other volun-
teers get their hands on those items and 
make sure they get used the way they 
were intended.

“We have goods coming in from ev-
erywhere,” said Anne Wood, anoth-
er volunteer. “We have someone up in 
Haliburton who goes to the dump up 
there, and they have a rule that if you 
drop something off there you have to 
take something with you. She’s come 

away with kitty litter pails, that we then 
use to ship goods in. We find a way to 
recycle almost everything.”

It’s not just other countries that get a 
helping hand from SMD: Aitcheson said 
that local groups like House of Blessing, 
the Salvation Army, the Humane Soci-
ety, Shelterlink and Optimism Place 
often benefit from their work with per-
sonal care supplies, and they often trade 
with groups like Warehouse of Hope in 
St. Catharines.

In an average year, Aitcheson said 
they will send out a minimum of 10 16-
foot truckloads of supplies. She’s pick-
ing up out-of-date goods on a weekly 
basis to bring back to their space to 
quarantine it before shipping it out to 
places like Lebanon, Zambia, Cuba and 
the Dominican Republic. The fact that 
St. Andrew’s is now helping out in a big 
way gives SMD a huge shot in the arm.

“This church has a very long history 
of outreach within the community,” she 
said. “Their ‘Out of the Cold’ meal pro-
gram has been going on for almost 20 

years and they average about 100 meals 
for that weekly event.”

Reverend Mark Wolfe of St. Andrew’s 
said the partnership between the church 
and volunteers made a lot of sense in 
many ways after the ad that SMD ran in 
a newspaper caught the attention of one 
of his parishioners.

“Ruth Reath let me know that Jean 
and the group were looking for a place 

to move the Mission to, and both Ruth 
and Jean are forces to be reckoned 
with,” he said. “We had some meetings 
here at the church and it got to the point 
where we thought it was a good way to 
help out a really good cause.”

Wolfe said the congregation is very 
community minded and the idea got 
a unanimous vote of approval when 
brought up.

“It was just a natural jive for us,” he 
said.

Prior to moving into the church and 
before their stay at Larson’s property, 
Stratford Mission Depot had operated 
for 10 years out of the Stratford Gener-
al Hospital and for a decade at the Oak 
Street Centre. They were also housed at 
Pinnacle Storage on Jarvis Street before 
moving to the former funeral home. But 
Aitcheson is pleased they now have a 
permanent home.

“We are the medical recycling group 
in southwestern Ontario, and it’s im-
portant to note that many tons of sup-
plies that we handle would all go into 
a landfill, which in itself would be a 
crime when they are needed to provide 
relief,” she said. “Anyone wishing to 
donate medical supplies, educational or 
personal care items should contact any 
of our volunteers or myself directly.”

Those interested in making a dona-
tion can contact Aitcheson at jkhsn@
quadro.net.

Stratford Mission Depot finds a new home
MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Beginning last Saturday, December 
4th, and running until April 30th, 2022, 
motorists can park in downtown Strat-
ford for up to four hours at no cost.

The City of Stratford announced the 
four-hour free parking time in an offi-
cial release through their website and 
social media channels. People parking 
in the downtown core on Saturdays will 
not have to pay the meters or machines 
for the first four hours of parking time 

they use.
If individuals park in the downtown 

for more than four hours, they will be 
required to pay the meter or machine, 
or they can pay the fare through the 
HotSpot Parking app. All other provi-
sions of the City's Traffic and Parking 
By-law still apply, including maximum 
parking time limits. Questions about 
this or other parking enforcement mat-
ters should be addressed to the City’s 
Clerk’s Office by calling 519-271-0250 
extension 5237.

Free parking for four hours 
on Saturdays in Stratford 
runs through April 2022

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

A NEW PLACE TO CALL HOME
Stratford Mission Depot has finally found a place to call home, as the group has moved 
into Hayter Hall at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. Rev. Mark Wolfe and Mission 
members Anne Wood (left) and Jean Aitcheson gathered to talk about the good news.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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When you purchase at locally owned businesses, 
more money is kept in the community because 
locally-owned businesses often purchase from 

other local businesses, service providers & farms. 
Purchasing local helps grow other businesses as 
well as grow the local tax base. which means less 

tax increases, and more cash in your pocket.

Customer Service Is Better. You know the 
Owners. They are a part of your community. Local 
businesses often hire people with more specific 

product expertise for better customer service. You 
are also going to see these people around town.

Local Business Owners Invest In Community. 
Local businesses are owned by people who live 

in this community, are less likely to leave, and are 
more invested in the community’s welfare and 

future. They build Relationships, get to know your 
name and work together to support each other.
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Did you know, Most New Jobs Are Provided 
By Local Businesses. Small - Medium local 

businesses are the largest employers nationally. At 
least 70% of the Canadian workforce is employed 

by small- and medium-sized businesses.

Competition And Diversity Leads To More 
Consumer Choices. A marketplace of thousands 

of small businesses is the best way to ensure 
innovation and low prices over the long-term.

Locally owned businesses create communities that 
are more prosperous, connected, and generally 

better-off across a wide range of metrics.
 When we buy from independent, 

locally owned businesses.  
For every $1 spent locally - $0.70 will stay within 

the local community.

Local Business Owners are invested in their 
communities. The Statistics show

• Give to local charities: 66%
• Support youth organizations: 48%
• Donate to local first responders: 42%
• Support local religious organizations: 39%
• Aid local service groups 
  (Rotary Club, Scouts, etc.): 37%
• Donate food or volunteer in soup kitchens: 32%
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345 Douro Street, Stratford | 519-508-6464
www.fortunepetmart.com

Shop with us for your Pet Food and Supplies!Shop with us for your Pet Food and Supplies!

FORTUNE PET MART

10%
store wide 

when you take 
this ad to the 

store!
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The owners of a family-run restau-
rant are grateful for supportive cus-
tomers and staff that are like their sec-
ond family.  

Demetre’s Family Eatery, which 
opened in Stratford in 1996, is cele-
brating its 25th year in business. 

Leah Carangounis, co-owner of 
Demetre’s Family Eatery, said when 
she and her husband and fellow 
co-owner Demetre Carangounis, first 
moved to Stratford, they didn’t know 
anyone. Now, their restaurant at 1100 
Ontario St. is filled with customers 
who come in either daily or twice a 
day for breakfast and dinner. While 
Demetre doesn’t see a lot of custom-
ers as he works in the kitchen, he will 
know who is in the restaurant based on 
the meal orders. 

“It just feels like we grew up here. 
It's been amazing and we deeply ap-
preciate everyone's support and hope 
to continue,” she said.

Over the 25 years, the couple worked 
seven days a week to operate the 
restaurant and raised three children, 
and dealing with the COVID-19 pan-
demic has also a handful. At the be-
ginning, all staff was laid off and the 

owners did everything from cooking, 
to answering the phone, to preparing 
takeout orders, to cleaning. 

The customers and staff ordered 
takeout and checked in on the couple 
during the first lockdown.

"The first few weeks were a lit-
tle scary, but I think once people got 
comfortable with picking up take-
out, it went well,” Carangounis said. 
“Things picked up and then we were 
able to bring back a few staff help us 
get through the first lockdown.” 

Most staff have since returned. Al-
though the restaurant is still short-
staffed, there’s little turnover and some 
staff have worked there for more than 
20 years.  Demetre’s Family Eatery can 
go to full-capacity, but the restaurant 
will keep running it at limited capacity 
for now because the customers like the 
socially-distanced tables and feel safer 
dining in. 

“Our takeout did pick up so that it 
kind of offsets the tables that we lost, so 
I don't think if we did go back full ca-
pacity, if we would be able to keep the 
takeout that we now have going with 
a full restaurant as well,” Carangounis 
added. “We're just going to leave it the 
way it is and things are working well.”

Visit demetresfamilyeatery.com for 
more information about the restaurant. 

Demetre’s Family Eatery celebrates milestone
EMILY STEWART

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

25 AND COUNTING
Demetre and Leah Carangounis have been welcoming the public to Demetre's Family 
Eatery for 25 years and have been appreciative of the support Stratford has given them 
in that time.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

Are you considering a move in the new year? If you are tired of your current house or need 
more space, or outgrown your current house or tired of all those steps and you would 
like more information about either buying or selling a house, please call Sandra for more 
information. Sandra Eby, Sales Representative can be reached at either Bus: 519-273-4400, 
Res: 519-655-2548, Cell: 519-272-7676 or mseby@rogers.com.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
&

HOLIDAY MERRY-GO-ROUND
Eliana Lee was all smiles as she rode the carousel at Stratford’s Winter Wander-Land on Saturday, Nov. 27, all while 
getting a helping hand from dad Ian.

POKING AROUND
Blacksmith John Walker from Mount Albert, ON, ham-
mers out a detail on the fire poker he was making during 
a demonstration at Winter Wander-Land.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO) (MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR SINGING
Stratford’s Hannah Thomas took the mic up to entertain people with some seasonal 
songs during Winter Wander-Land.

ALMOST PERFECT
Nik Timar makes sure the marshmellow gets toasted just the right amount as Edi J. 
Rose looks on in anticipation.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO) (MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)

Huron Perth
COVID-19 Vaccination

• Find out when you can receive your third dose of COVID-19  
 vaccine. Enough time needs to pass between your second 
 and  third dose.

• Call 1-833-753-2098 or visit www.hpph.ca/thirddose

50 and over?
Healthcare worker?

Indigenous?
Immunocompromised?
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Good teams build from the back end 
out. Great teams build a brick wall be-
tween their goal line and the blue line.

Championship teams go that extra 
distance and find elements of both, and 
the Stratford Warriors hope they have 
the right mix in net this season that will 
carry them to another Sutherland Cup 
championship next spring.

The Warriors are off to another strong 
start this season, putting themselves in 
the mix for another title chase. After an 
unbeaten month of October, the War-
riors were caught by rivals Elmira and 
Kitchener-Waterloo. Their plus-32 goal 
differential puts them near the top of the 
Midwestern Conference in that statistic, 
thanks in large part to the duo they have 
tending their goal each time out.

Marcus Vandenberg and Tyler Bouck 
have combined to produce a 2.45 goals 
against average for the Warriors, with 
Vandenberg’s 1.79 GAA putting him 
fourth overall in all of Junior B hockey 
and second in the Midwest behind the 
Siskins’ Cy Martin. Bouck is no slouch, 
putting up a 3.18 average in just nine 
games.

Their styles are different – Bouck 
uses his size to encourage a calm, less 
active approach, while Vandenberg’s 

reactive hybrid style is highlighted by 
strong footwork. Their differences have 
worked, evidenced by their stats and the 
team’s record.

As the starter, Vandenberg carries the 
weight of expectation that comes with 
that position. It’s almost a Zen experi-
ence when he talks about being out there 
between the pipes.

“Before games I try visualizing spe-
cific plays that I know I will see often 
every game, and visualizing these plays 
helps me to prepare mentally for when 
I see them,” he said. “When I’m on the 
ice, I try to stay in the moment and fo-
cus on what is happening right then. To 
keep myself in the moment I focus on 
my breathing. Counting to five when I 
inhale, then down from five when I ex-
hale – this helps with clearing my mind 
and keeping me focused.”

It’s been a steady climb for Vanden-
berg after playing minor hockey for the 
Elgin Middlesex Chiefs AAA team. 
Having played for Ridley College in St. 
Catharines before being a ninth-round 
draft selection of the Kitchener Rangers, 
he’s showing that skill that caught the 
Blueshirts’ eye. For a lot of prospects, 
that would be heady stuff to deal with; 
playing for a team with the kind of his-
tory the Warriors have might only add to 
that pressure.

It’s almost like Vandenberg just shrugs 

his shoulders at that thought.
“I try not to focus on what’s to come 

in the future – generally my goals with 
the Warriors and my future goals with 
Kitchener are the same: to continue to 
develop and be the best version of my-
self,” he said. “It’s important for a goalie 
to be very level-headed and focused on 
the present. I want to focus on our War-
riors team right now. I try to keep out all 
the outside noise and focus on each game 
one game at a time so I can be my best 
each time I play. This is the key for any 
team I’m a part of or plan to be part of.”

Bouck can relate. Playing minor hock-
ey in Brantford and London before join-
ing the Warriors, he was selected seven-
teenth overall by the Windsor Spitfires 
in the U18 draft this past year. For a kid 
who picked playing net because of the 
impact he can have on the outcome of 
games, it doesn’t sound like pressure is 
a big deal.

“The only two things I focus on during 
a game are where the puck is and where 
it’s going to end up,” he said. “I stay fo-
cused on what is going on around me 
and stay trusting in my abilities to avoid 
over-committing to plays. When prepar-
ing for a game, all I think about is what’s 
in front of me specifically that day – I 
block out all the other noise and focus 
on the task at hand to avoid any outside 
pressure.”

Warriors goalie coach Mark Nelson 
knows that despite their technical differ-
ences, Vandenberg and Bouck provide 
the team with a chance to win no matter 
who is on the blue ice during a game.

“They have two different styles – Mar-
cus is more of a smooth, technical goal-
ie, while Tyler is a big blocker-type that 
battles hard around the crease and reacts 
to the play,” he said. “Both of them are 
on the right learning curve and they lis-
ten to my suggestions because they want 
to learn all the time while keeping an 
open mind on how to learn. We work on 
things at practice that they both have to 
improve to play at the next level, and we 
promote them to their drafted teams with 
constant talk to head scouts. We also in-
form schools about them and are always 
promoting them.”

Nelson, who has experience scouting 
for the OHL, says it’s no secret in the 
league who’s been drafted. That honour 
comes with a target, especially for goal-
ies.

“Other teams out there know who are 
drafted on other teams and they want to 
beat them, which is why it’s important 
for us to prepare them physically and 
mentally for each game,” he said. “Goal-
ies are only as good as their last save, so 
I have to keep them focused and work-
ing on their game and implement things 

STRATFORD TIMES SPORTS
Behind 

It 
All

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Vandenberg, 
Bouck backstop 
Warriors’ title 

hopes

CONTINUED TO PAGE 28
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Tenacious E

For someone who began their basket-
ball career in secret, it’s somewhat tell-
ing that he now has become known for 
being a leader with the skills that are 
equal parts calm and competitive.

To ask Eshaan Gaind about his ap-
proach to the sport that has him com-
pletely enamoured, it’s a far starker de-
scription.

“I think I’m pretty cut-throat when 
it comes to basketball,” he said mat-
ter-of-factly. “I don’t feel a lot of re-
morse during the game. That’s not to say 
I’m not respectful, but moreso I’m here 
to play hard and win. What happens af-
ter the game is its own thing – what hap-
pens on the court, it’s me and the four 
other guys I’m out there with. I think if 
I didn’t play this way, I wouldn’t be able 
to compete with a lot of those guys.”

The term cutthroat rolls off his tongue 
much the same way a ball rolls off his 
fingers during a jump shot. It’s not ar-
rogance but rather earnestness. In the 
breath after calling himself a hardass 
on the court, he fully admits that comes 
from a desire to improve himself and 
prove he belongs with players who are 
bigger or more skilled. What they aren’t 
and what he won’t let them be are play-
ers who out-work him.

“I’m short, so I really rely on my speed 
and ability to jump – my jumper is al-
right, but I’m nothing spectacular,” he 
said. “I’m not the guy who’s going to 
score 45 points a game, but I’ll give you 
the hustle points. I’ll give you rebounds 
and assists … I think I’m a good all-
around player more than a star.”

A member of the Stratford District 
Secondary School’s Golden Bears who 

is entering his final high school season, 
Gaind is focused on a title to cap things 
in style. But it wasn’t that long ago that 
he had to try out for a Stratford trav-
el team in secret because his parents 
weren’t wild about the idea of their son 
taking his focus away from his studies.

“It was weird because I got a little bit 
later start in basketball than most guys 
I play with now,” he said. “It began by 
just going to the YMCA with a couple 
of buddies and I wasn’t very good but I 
was progressing. I ended up trying out 
for a travel team in town and wound up 
making it, but I didn’t tell my parents. 
They weren’t really enthusiastic about 
me doing anything besides schoolwork 
for a long time. They wanted me to be a 
good student and extra-curriculars were 
on the back burner.”

So once he made that travel team, it 
took him a month before he finally let 
his folks in on the secret. That was when 
he was in Grade 9, and when he final-
ly made the step over to playing for the 
Bears it took a little more convincing. 
But in the end, Gaind turns his parents 
from skeptics into cheerleaders.

“My parents both work seven days a 
week, so it took some convincing from 
me and a few other parents to get them 
to come out,” he said, laughing at the 
memory. “But slowly, my mom started 
coming to games and then my dad came 
around. As soon as they started getting 
into it, I think they found that same love 
for basketball that I have, too.”

Negotiating his way onto the court 
speaks to his interpersonal skills, some-
thing coach Henry Bonsma noticed 

right away about Gaind.
“Eshaan usually gives a calm and in 

control impression – he’s developed 
into an individual with strong leader-
ship qualities, great people skills and a 
good sense of humour,” he said. “He has 
many similarities as a basketball player 
as he is a person. He usually maintains 
that calm demeanour and provides good 
leadership.”

What Bonsma has seen change is Es-
haan’s intensity level when the opening 
jump goes up. Everything else about 
him as a player has taken time catching 
up, but it’s getting closer every time out.

“The first time I saw him play was on 
the junior boys basketball team I was 
coaching, and Eshaan was very fast 
and worked super hard,” Bonsma said. 
“His game needed to be refined but he 
had plenty of effort. The biggest change 
is maturity and gaining a better under-
standing of the game – now, he lets it 
come to him.”

When you give yourself to the game, 
there are times it will gift you some-
thing in return. Gaind’s love of basket-
ball is so complete that nothing about it 
is work to him. The sprints, the repet-
itive practicing of drills and skills. He 
gives himself over to it completely, and 
in return it grants him a level of peace 
and fulfillment he sometimes needs in 
his young life.

“Basketball is almost like a coping 
mechanism for me – if I’m stressed out, 
I shoot hoops, or if I’m anxiety ridden, 
I shoot hoops,” he said. “That’s always 
been a good escape for me, just to get 
out and play. It gives me something to 
do.”

The pandemic has played no small 
part in Gaind’s development, as all high 

MATTHEW HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Gaind hungers for title in final run with Golden Bears

SENIOR BASKETBALL CHAMPS
The Stratford District Secondary School senior girls basketball team claimed a 53-36 
win over the St. Mike’s Warriors in the AA/AAA Huron-Perth finals to cap an undefeated 
season. Members of the winning team are (front row, left to right) Aoi Uchida, Jailynn 
Dockstader-Wilker, Milena Barlow, Morgan Goffar and Ava Lukovnjak. In the back row 
are Brian Dingman (coach), Mia McCabe, Meg Bannerman, Claudia Eckstein, Liv Mark, 
Kashish Dhanoa, Trinity Marczak, Cara Daigle and Michelle Hammell (assistant coach).

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO) SENIOR VOLLEYBALL CHAMPS
The Stratford District Secondary School Golden Bears won the Huron-Perth AA/AAA 
senior boys volleyball final in a three-game sweep of the St. Mike’s Warriors. Pictured 
are front row (left to right) Kyle Jantzi, Spencer Eidt, Trent McKinley, Nathan McDou-
gall, and Marcie Stears (coach). In the back row (left to right) are Mary Alice Arms 
(coach), David Hynd, Dirk Sybersma, Nick McCabe, Garrett Clements, Manny Bailey, 
Eshaan Gaind, James Koch, Braydon Tinning (stats man), Logan Lott and Javier 
Ramirez-Lopez.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 26

TITLE TALK
SDSS guard Eshaan Gaind has his sights set on a championship in his final season 
with the Golden Bears senior boys basketball team. The Bears began their chase for 
the title December 8.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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The Stratford Warriors, Elmire Sugar 
Kings, and Kitchener-Waterloo Siskins 
have created some separation from the 
rest of the pack with just over half the 
season remaining.

The Warriors collected a winning re-
cord in November, going 5-4 before 
starting December 1-1. They currently sit 
in third place in the GOJHL's Midwest-
ern Conference just behind the Siskins 
and Sugar Kings. 

December started with three out of a 
possible four points for the Warriors. 
First, on December 3rd, the Warriors 
hosted the Centennials from Ayr and 
defeated the visitors 4-3. Stratford out-
shot the Centennials in all three peri-
ods but, after the first frame, it was Ayr 
who had a 2-0 lead. Izac Blum opened 
the scoring for Stratford in the second 
period with his sixth of the year, which 
was the lone goal of the middle period. 
In the third, Ayr restored their two-goal 
lead before the Warriors’ special teams 
went to work. A powerplay goal from 
Ty Higgins, his ninth of the season, was 
followed just two-and-a-half minutes 
later by Zac McCann’s 14th of the cam-
paign which came while the Warriors 
were killing a penalty. Then, with just 49 
seconds left in the third, McCann once 
again found the back of the net, potting 
the game-winner en route to a dramatic 
4-3 victory. Final shots on goal read 37-
26 in favour of Stratford with goaltender 
Tyler Bouck making 23 saves.

On December 5th, the Warriors hit the 

road for a heavyweight clash with the 
Sugar Kings of Elmira. This time, it was 
Stratford jumping out to a 2-0 lead with 
goals from McCann and Callan Chris-
tener. Elmira cut the lead in half before 
the first intermission with the tying goal 
coming in the second period. Nolan Ad-
kins scored his first of the season on the 
powerplay just under seven minutes into 
the third period but Elmira tied the game 
with just under two minutes left in the 
last period of regulation. After overtime 
solved nothing, the Warriors experienced 
their first shootout of the season. The six-
round shootout saw just one goal find the 
back of the net, with Liam Eveleigh scor-
ing the winner for the Sugar Kings.

Going back to November, the War-
riors started the month with a 4-1 over 
the Listowel Cyclones on November 5th 
followed by a 4-2 loss to the Siskins on 
November 7th. After that, they defeated 
the Sugar Kings 6-3 on November 12th 
before stumbling in Cambridge, falling 
6-2 to the RedHawks. They got back on 
track with two straight wins, first by pre-
vailing 4-3 over the Cyclones on Novem-
ber 14th and then by beating Cambridge 
2-1 on November 18th. 

The Warriors then returned home to 
the William Allman Arena on Novem-
ber 19th after a three-game road trip but 
couldn’t quite climb back from a three-
goal second period from Elmira. Drew 
Ferris and Wyatt Adkins both scored in 
the second half of the final period but the 
Sugar Kings held on for a 4-3 win.

One week later, the Warriors bounced 
back in front of their home crowd with 
a 5-1 victory against the visiting Red-

Hawks. McCann scored twice with Fer-
ris, Higgins, and Camden Daigle also 
tallying markers in the win. Goaltender 
Marcus Vandenberg stopped 28 out of 
29 Cambridge shots the win. Vanden-
berg also made news on December 2nd 
when he signed a standard player agree-
ment with the Ontario Hockey League’s 
Kitchener Rangers. Kitchener selected 
Vandenberg in the 9th round of the 2020 
OHL Priority Selection. On November 
29th, the GOJHL announced Vanden-
berg as the goaltender of the month in the 
Midwestern Conference.

The Warriors closed out the month with 
a second visit to the Waterloo Memorial 
Recreation Complex on November 26th. 
Daigle scored twice for the Warriors but 
the Siskins scored three goals in the first 
and third periods to emerge with a 6-2 
win over the visitors from Stratford.

Kitchener-Waterloo was announced 
on December 3rd as the host of the 2021 
GOJHL Future Stars and Top Prospects 
games. Both games will take place on 
Tuesday, December 28th, with the Fu-
ture Stars game featuring the league’s 
top 16-year-old players starting at 1:00 
p.m., followed by the Top Prospects 
game featuring the league’s best 17- and 

18-year-olds at 4:00 p.m. at the home of 
the Siskins.

Stratford completed several player 
transactions recently, first by trading 
Brandon Bauer to the GOJHL’s Brantford 
Bandits. They then acquired defenseman 
Zachary Hatch from the Hawkesbury 
Hawks of the CCHL and forward Keaton 
McLaughlin from the North American 
Tier Three Hockey League’s (NA3HL) 
Atlanta Capitals. The Warriors then 
completed a deal with the RedHawks 
that saw 20-year-old defenseman Daniel 
Heath go to Cambridge. Heath was in his 
second season with the Warriors and, in 
18 games with Stratford this season he 
had 10 assists.

Hatch rejoins the Warriors after suiting 
up for Stratford in 2019-20, in which the 
19-year-old Elora native had five goals 
and 19 points in 50 games. He then added 
two assists in six games during the 2020 
playoffs.

McLaughlin, a 19-year-old winger 
from Elmira, had zero points in three 
games with the Capitals. In 2019-20, he 
played with the GOJHL’s Sugar Kings 
and recorded six goals and 11 points in 
39 games, before adding three assists in 
three playoff games with Elmira.

The Warriors return to the Allman 
Arena for their next game when they 
host the RedHawks on December 10th. 
On the 12th, they begin a two-game 
road trip when they play the Bandits in 
Brantford, before going to Ayr to face the 
Centennials on the 16th. They’re back in 
Stratford on the 17th hosting the Cen-
tennials in the second half of the teams’ 
home-and-home series before playing 
their final game before the holiday break 
on the 19th on the road against the Sis-
kins. Stratford rounds out the month of 
December with a visit to the Caledon 
Bombers.

Warriors in three-way race for top spot in 
Midwestern Conference

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

school athletes had to find a way to 
make that metaphorical pivot when they 
couldn’t get into the gym to practice or 
play for months on end. Knowing that 
this is it for him for his Golden Bears’ 
career, Gaind is determined to make the 
most of his final moments in black and 
gold.

“My progress as a player slowed a lit-
tle because of the time away during the 
pandemic, and it’s tough to miss out like 
that so we were taking any opportuni-
ty we could to go out and shoot hoops,” 
he said of the lost season a year ago. “I 
think games are going to be bigger this 
season because this is it. Every game is 
going to feel like a finals game. Without 
the crowds there, it’s going to suck a lit-
tle bit, but I think every time I catch the 
ball in the game it’s going to feel like an 

intense moment, knowing it’s going to 
be one of my last times playing in this 
gym.”

Gaind aspires of playing past high 
school and accepts that it’s likely going 
to be a walk-on situation that allows him 
to keep hooping. But Bonsma called him 
tenacious for a reason.

“Eshaan’s teammates see him as a sol-
id player who provides good leadership 
to the team,” he said. “They respect him 
and he fits in well with the guys.”

For Gaind, he’ll keep going after the 
dream as long as he can.

“It’ll be tough for me because of my 
size, but I think I have the skill set that 
could potentially lead me somewhere,” 
he said. “A lot of the teams I want to try 
out for are very strong, so it’ll be tough 
for me. But it would be a dream come 
true if I could make it.”

Tenacious E
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25
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Under 11 A
The Aces posted a strong month, 

starting with a 3-1 win over Brantford 
and a 2-1 triumph against Woolwich. 
At their own Festival Cup Challenge, 
they opened with a scoreless draw 
against Bluewater before beating Lon-
don (1-0), Southpoint (2-0) and Scar-
borough (5-0) to close things out.

Back in league action, the Aces 
slipped past Cambridge 1-0.

Under 11 C
In a heavy month of action, the 

U11C Aces suffered losses to Lamb-
ton (7-0) and Mitchell (4-0) in league 
play before skating to a 2-2 tie with St. 
Marys.

In the Stratford Aces Festival Cup 
Challenge Tournament, the host Aces 
went winless in four games against 
Mooretown (5-0), Woodstock (4-0), 
Saugeen Shores (7-0) and Carleton 
Place (12-0). Following a 3-1 league 
defeat to Mooretown, the Aces took 
part in the South Huron Pink The 
Rink Tournament. A 1-0 loss to the 
host Sabres was followed up by a 3-0 
victory over the TCDMHA Rebels. 
They closed out the tournament with 
losses to Mitchell (3-0) and Huron (3-
2).

Under 13 A
Stratford skated to a scoreless tie 

with the Cambridge Roadrunners 
and then a 4-2 loss at the hands of the 
Kitchener Lady Rangers before div-
ing into tournament action.

At the Festival Challenge Cup, the 
Aces began play with a 0-0 tie against 
Toronto Leaside before suffering a 3-0 
setback against South Huron. They 
wrapped up their play by beating the 
St. Thomas Panthers 2-0.

A 3-2 loss to the Grand River Mus-
tangs was followed up by a 4-0 defeat 

of the Orangeville Tigers.
At the South Huron Tournament, 

Stratford opened play by beating the 
Sabres 4-3 before falling to Brantford 
4-0 and St. Thomas 4-1.

Under 13 AA
The Aces posted a 6-0-1 record over 

the last month, kicked off by a 4-1 
win over the London Devilettes. At 
the Festival Challenge Cup, Stratford 
went undefeated – posting wins over 
Saugeen Maitland (4-0), Bluewater (5-
1) and London (6-2). A 2-2 tie against 
Saugeen was the only speedbump, as 
they wrapped up play with 7-1 and 5-0 
wins over Bluewater.

Under 13 C
In an action-packed month for the 

U13C Aces, Stratford posted league 
wins over Lucan (7-1) and Lambton 
(2-1) before hosting the Festival Chal-
lenge Cup. They posted a 3-1 record in 
the tournament with wins over Walk-
erton (5-1), Wallaceburg (5-0) and 
Central Perth (1-0). Their lone blem-
ish came at the hands of the Lambeth 
Lancers (3-1).

They split two league games, a 6-1 
loss to Central Perth and a 16-1 win 
over St. Marys, before heading to 
the South Huron Tournament. They 
picked up three straight wins there, 
beating the host Sabres (7-3), Luc-
know-Wingham (7-2) and St. Marys 
(10-0).

Under 15 AA
The Bantam Aces pushed their over-

all win streak to 12 straight thanks to 
an undefeated month. They got things 
going with 7-0 and 5-0 wins over the 
Lakeshore Lightning. They then beat 
Ancaster 3-0 and London 5-0 before 
steamrolling over Windsor in back to 
back games, winning 12-0 and 6-0.

Under 15 A

Not to be outdone by their ‘AA’ coun-
terparts, the Aces were active over the 
last 30 days. They got the ball rolling 
with wins over St. Thomas (2-1) and 
Chatham (3-0) before going into the 
Festival Challenge Cup on home ice. 
They posted wins over Scarborough 
(2-1) and Toronto Leaside (3-1) before 
skating to a 1-1 tie with South Huron. 
They then split their last two games – 
a 2-0 win against Hamilton and a 1-0 
loss to London.

They then took three of four points 
from South Point, beating them 2-1 
before earning a 2-2 split with the 
Stars. They then lost 1-0 to Bluewater 
before finishing the month with a 2-2 
tie against London.

Under 18 A
In league action, Stratford post-

ed 4-0 and 5-0 wins over the Wind-
sor Wildcats leading into the Festi-
val Challenge Cup. There, the Aces 
had wins over Bluewater (3-1) and 
Brantford (3-0) before falling 4-2 to 
Lambton. The bounced back to beat 
Brantford again (3-0) before taking 
Lambton down 2-1 in the finals.

They finished the month by beating 
London 3-2.

Under 18 BB
Stratford opened the month with a 

4-0 loss at the hands of the Ayr Rock-
ets and then tied Kincardine 2-2.

At the Stratford Tournament, the 
Aces were beaten 5-0 by the Lucan 
Irish and 1-0 by Chatham. They bal-
anced that out with a 2-0 win over 
Bluewater and a scoreless tie with 
Woodstock.

Back in regular season play, they 
lost 6-2 to Guelph before beating 
Woodstock 3-1.

Senior B
In limited play, the Aces netted 

three wins as they skated to victories 
over Twin Centre (3-0), Woolwich (3-
2) and Upper Maitland (8-0).

Senior C
Stratford was 2-0-1 in their three 

games last month. They had wins 
over Milverton (3-1) and Belmore 
(3-1) sandwiched around a 4-4 draw 
against the Huron Heat.

Bantam AA Aces push win streak to double digits

Crismas
W I S H I N G  Y O U

A VERY MERRY

HOPE JOY LOVE PEACE HOPE
LOVE JOY PEACE HOPE

JOY        LOVE PEAC HOPE
JOY LOVE PEACE HOPE
JOY LOVE PEACE HOP

Crismas
W I S H I N G  Y O U

A VERY MERRY

JOHN NATER MP
Perth—Wellington

john.nater@parl.gc.ca
johnnater.ca • 519-273-1400
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DOWNING THE THUNDER
Greg Huszarik (8) and Mitchell Casey (14) of the Irish work in tandem to prevent the Thunder’s Matthew Weston from screening goalie Nathan Torchia. Torchia then lays down 
his paddle and blocks a shot from Weston as Colin Martin (7) and Sean O'Brien (16) of the Irish converge on the play.

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

into their style of play that will help them 
play well in this league and moving for-
ward in their hockey careers.”

One of the reasons Vandenberg picked 
to play in Stratford was the club’s repu-
tation and development program, as he 
knew full well what it was going to be 
like pulling that jersey over his head and 
skating out onto the ice in front of the 
William Allman Arena faithful. He uses 
that to gear up for whatever comes at him 
across the blueline.

“The support from the community 
here is amazing – our fan base is second 
to none,” he said. “Warriors fans are so 

supportive, and it gives you quite a rush 
when you hear them cheer for our home 
team. I wasn’t quite sure what to expect 
coming into the season, but so far with 
our successful start and the great fan sup-
port it’s been more than I could have ever 
expected. I knew we had a good group of 
guys on the team and could have a pretty 
successful season, but we have a lot of 
tough competition this year and I believe 
that if we are able to keep improving and 
working as a team … we’ll maintain our 
success and be able to continue having a 
strong season.”

Bouck knows he has to keep pushing 
himself in all aspects of the game to 

better himself and his team at the same 
time. Like his fellow ‘tendy, Bouck be-
lieves the Warriors have all the right 
tools in the box to do more than just scare 
the Midwest. A road-heavy December 
schedule will put that belief to the test, 
as the Warriors suit up at home just three 
times in eight games before 2022 arrives.

“I know that we can make a serious 
push this year, and expect that we’ll have 
a lot of success during the rest of the 
season and use that come playoff time 
to make a deep run,” he said. “Playing 
with Marcus has been great. We molded 
together quickly and pushed each other 
to succeed as we both have similar goals. 

His hockey I.Q. is very high, and I be-
lieve that his fluent movements and quick 
reflexes really contribute to his success.”

Being pushed by a teammate is one 
thing, but Vandenberg knows this kind 
of nudging is only going to make him – 
and the Warriors – better when it matters 
most.

“Tyler and I have a strong relationship 
– we’ve played against each other for 
years at the ‘AAA’ level,” he said. “He’s 
got good size, good positioning and a 
strong work ethic that he brings with him 
every time to the rink. We support each 
other in many ways and can always rely 
on each other for help when needed.

Behind It All
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

The Stratford Fighting Irish have won 
three of their last five games but for Ja-
mie Petrie and the entire organization, 
their initiatives off the ice continue to 
be the top priority.

On Saturday, November 27th, the 
Fighting Irish hosted the Strathroy Jets 
and picked up a big 5-3 win over the 
league’s second-place team. Clayton 
Lewis tied the game at 1-1 with just 
under a minute-and-a-half left in the 
first period with assists from Andrew 
Bogdon and Tanner Johnson. Graham 
Brulotte scored the lone Stratford goal 
in the second period with an assist to 
Tyson Kielt. Two Strathroy goals, how-
ever, gave the Jets a 3-2 lead going into 
the third. In the final frame, Stratford 
clawed back with three unanswered 
goals off the sticks of Hayden Broom-
head, Mitchell Casey, and Ray Robbins. 
Goaltender Nathan Torchia earned his 
fourth victory of the season. 

That same night featured several ex-
citing off-ice components. First, the 

Fighting Irish hosted a Hockey Fights 
Cancer awareness night which included 
special purple jerseys which were auc-
tioned off following the game with the 
proceeds going to the Canadian Cancer 
Society. Also on November 27th, they 
held a Toy and Donation Drive for A 
Child’s Smile, which collected toys and 
money to help brighten the holidays for 
in-need youth in Stratford.

Earlier in the month, on November 
13th, it was a gutsy performance on 
the ice as the Fighting Irish overcame 
a severely depleted lineup. Eight reg-
ular roster members were unavailable 
but despite that, Stratford overcame the 
visiting Alvinston Killer Bees, winning 
6-1. Ryan MacDonald had the lone goal 
of the first period before Robbins and 
Cameron Stokes added goals in the sec-
ond. Bogdon, Broomhead, and Bren-
don Merritt each scored in the final 
frame and Torchia once again had the 
win in goal. Following the game, 125 
fans packed into the “Irish Lounge” in 
the William Allman Arena for a live 
comedy show hosted by Jeff Estrela 
and a musical performance by Yeager.

The first game of November for Strat-
ford’s WOSHL team involved a trip to 
Tillsonburg on November 7th. Unlike 
the two games that came later in the 
month, it didn’t go the Fighting Irish’s 
way. A four-goal second period lifted 
the Thunder to a 7-1 victory over the 
visitors from Stratford. Tillsonburg 
also outshot the Fighting Irish 42-28. 
Brulotte had the lone goal for the Fight-
ing Irish and Torchia was pulled after 
two periods in which he allowed six 
goals on 35 shots. Nathaniel Dupuis en-
tered the net in relief for the third peri-
od and stopped six of seven Tillsonburg 
shots he faced.

On December 3rd, the Fighting Irish 
played the second half of a home-and-
home series with the Jets after beating 
Strathroy 5-3 on November 27th. In 
Strathroy, the Fighting Irish lived up 
to their name, fighting back from be-
ing down by four goals twice in the 
contest. They brought the game within 
two goals but eventually fell 6-4 to the 
high-powered Jets. Robbins, Broom-
head, Brulotte, and Nick Jung scored 
for Stratford and Dupuis made 27 saves 

in the Stratford net. 
Back on home ice on December 4th, 

Stratford once again displayed their 
resiliency as they erased two two-
goal leads of the visiting Thunder. 
At one point down 2-0 and 4-2, the 
Fighting Irish scored four unanswered 
third-period goals to pick up a 6-4 win 
over Tillsonburg. The goal scorers for 
Stratford included Stokes, Jung, Lew-
is, Casey, Brulotte, and Sean O’Brien 
and Torchia got the win in the net. The 
game also featured members of 107.1 
Juice FM in Stratford helping collect 
cash or cheque donations for the Ki-
wanis Christmas Basket Fund, as well 
as being “Community Living Appreci-
ation Night”.

There are just two games on the 
schedule for Stratford this month, both 
at the Allman Arena. On December 
11th, the league’s top-ranked Elora 
Rocks are in Stratford before the last-
place Killer Bees from Alvinston pay 
the Fighting Irish a visit. The Fighting 
Irish currently sit in fourth place in the 
WOSHL, one point behind the Tillson-
burg Thunder.

Fighting Irish find success in November and early 
December on and off the ice

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent
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For the second year in a row, the City 
of Stratford has partnered with the Strat-
ford District Secondary School’s Culi-
nary Club under the leadership of chefs 
Andrew Mavor and Paul Finkelstein for 
the Holiday Feast program.

The Holiday Feast initiative provides 
a hot meal to those in need during the 
holidays. “A hot, three-course meal with 

all the rich flavours of the season” will 
be delivered to the doorstep of the recip-
ients on the afternoon of December 24th 
between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m., according 
to the City’s official announcement on 
the program.

Individuals can purchase meals for 
$30 each, and for every meal purchased, 
a second meal will be donated to a local 
charity or an in-need individual speci-
fied at the time of purchase. The inau-

gural Holiday Feast program sold out 
quickly last year, with 135 meals deliv-
ered throughout the community.

“We recognize it’s been a tough cou-
ple of years for everyone,” said Man-
ager of Recreation and Marketing Brad 
Hernden as part of the program’s official 
announcement. “Giving the gift of food 
and paying forward a second meal si-
multaneously is a unique and generous 
way to give this season.” 

This year, 160 meals are expected to 
be prepared by Mavor and Finkelstein 
along with the SDSS student members 
of the culinary club. The menu includes 
roast chicken leg and thigh with a thyme 
and white pepper rub, creamy mashed 
potatoes, brown sugar and sage carrots, 
traditional stuffing, gravy, and ginger 
cake with cream cheese icing.

To purchase a meal, please visit https://
www.stratford.ca/feast.

City of Stratford and student culinary club 
providing holiday feasts for those in need

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

Chief Administrative Officer Joan 
Thompson said that a tax levy increase 
of two-to-three percent originally tar-
geted by the City of Stratford in the 
summer won’t be feasible unless ser-
vices are reduced or eliminated.

Thompson warned the members of 

the City Council of the impending bud-
get challenges at the end of the Special 
Meeting of Council on November 25th. 
She noted that other items were deferred 
to the 2022 budget and decisions have 
been made this year that impact the 
budget for 2022. Two such items include 
the authorization of long-term debt fi-
nancing for capital works of almost $30 
million and phasing in the second year 

of the admin salary review. Those two 
items alone represent a more than sev-
en percent increase to the tax levy, with 
other items pushing that number even 
higher.

Compounding this is a continued 
loss in revenue as a result of the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. Town staff 
are doing what they can to find ways to 
mitigate the fiscal roadblocks facing the 

City and their 2022 budget, such as the 
use of surplus funds from prior years 
but Thompson said there is simply no 
way to meet that original two-to-three 
percent target without significant cuts to 
services by the City.

The city’s tax levy increase in the 
2021 budget was 2.02 percent. The first 
draft budget will be officially tabled on 
December 14th.

Stratford CAO warns of tough upcoming 
budget process

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Stratford Times Regional Reporter

It’s the most wonderful time 
of the year…. (Did you sing it 
in your head as you read it?!) 
I love Christmas, my favourite 
day is actually the day we put 
the decorations up. There is 
no stress that day and it’s the 
beginning of the festive sea-
son. My kids help me put dec-
orations on the tree (although 
they may get moved slightly 
once they are done!! HAHA!) 
We have treats and watch The 
Muppets Christmas Carol with 
the kids and then in the evening 
my husband and I watch Love 
Actually. Love Actually is my 
all time favourite Christmas 
movie - but the scenes of Lon-
don might have something to do 
with it because it takes me back 
home! Anyway, I digress.

Christmas can be a really 

difficult time of year for lots 
of reasons, but one of the big-
gest challenges I find for my 
clients is the food and alcohol 
that surrounds it all. There are 
Christmas traditions and there 
are also social expectations that 
can make it hard to stay healthy 
in a time of abundance. So this 
year I want you to take a little 
pressure off of yourself!! 

Allow yourself to enjoy your 
holiday without starving your-
self all day so that you can enjoy 
the buffet in the evening, allow 
yourself to have the wine, eat 
the dessert and sing loudly to 
Christmas carols! 

With that being said, weeks of 
this can leave you feeling bloat-
ed, hungover and generally tired 
and uncomfortable. So how do 
you counteract those things and 
still enjoy yourself? Try these 
tips to get you through:

Firstly - there is nothing stop-
ping you from nourishing your 
body even when you want to 
eat the cake, chocolate and oth-
er things that are deemed “on 
the naughty list”! You can still 
have a balanced plate at most 
Christmas meals. Even buffets 
will have a selection of foods 
that are going to make you feel 
good and energised - stack your 

plate with chicken drumsticks, 
slices of deli ham (unprocessed 
preferably) tomatoes, peppers, 
carrots, cucumbers, mini burg-
ers, shrimp…. There are lots 
of things available on a buffet, 
it’s just about choosing the right 
things that nourish you, and 
then you can have your dessert! 
Christmas day there are nor-
mally lots of veggies available 
and paired with potato and tur-
key - what could be better? 

Alcohol is probably the big-
gest challenge when it comes 
to this time of year, and I see 
so many doing dry January be-
cause they have overdone it. I 
personally would rather just not 
go mad during December and 
then keep my red wine in Jan-
uary, but I do recognise that it’s 
really hard not to drink a lot at 
parties and festivities! So here 
are some ways to counteract the 
dreaded hangover:

Avoid drinks with congeners: 
these include whiskey, cognac 
and tequila. Bourbon is par-
ticularly high. Drinks that are 
low in these are vodka, gin and 
white rum. Congeners increase 
the frequency and intensity of 
hangovers, so keeping them on 
the lower side will do your head 
and your tummy a favour if you 

want to enjoy the next day!
Watch your mixers: High 

sugar mixers are going to con-
tribute to that awful feeling the 
next day because sugars add to 
the amount of work the liver has 
to do! Coolers have sugar and 
food dye which are also a huge 
deal breaker for the liver. Want 
to feel better? Try mixing your 
vodka with orange juice and wa-
ter, or a lower sugar option like 
Fever Tree ginger ale or tonic 
water in your gin. Red wine is 
lower in sugar than white wine 
so that’s another great option.

Hydrate: during the day, 
make sure you’ve had your 2 
litre minimum of water before 
you start drinking alcohol, then 
have some more before you go 
to bed. Peppermint tea is also 
really great for settling the 
stomach, so it's worth making 
one before you leave to go out 
and then it’s ready when you 
get home - obviously this will 
be a cool drink, so if you prefer 
your tea hot and you can think 
it through when you get home, 
then please feel free to make it 
when you get back!!

Balance your blood sugar: 
never drink on an empty stom-
ach, it can make hangovers 
feel so much worse. If you are 

not going out for a meal when 
you are drinking then make 
sure you have a balanced meal 
before you go! Some eggs and 
wholegrain toast are a good     
example! 

Breakfast the next day: choos-
ing a breakfast that will help 
your liver function when it’s 
got extra work to do is really 
important. So have some eggs 
as they are easily digested and 
they can help mop up alcohol 
toxins. Avocado is another great 
food source for assisting liver 
function so try adding some of 
that too!

Rehydrate as quickly as pos-
sible. If you put a little lime and 
salt in your water that should 
help balance your electro-
lytes too which will help with           
hydration! 

I hope these tips are helpful! 
I hope everyone has a wonder-
ful Christmas and gets to do 
lots of things they enjoy! Merry 
Christmas!

Thanks for reading and until 
next time, keep well.

Danielle Williams is a Reg-
istered Nutritionist and can 
be found at www.daniellewil-
liamsnutrition.com and on In-
stagram and Facebook at @
daniellewilliamsnutrition 

DANIELLE WILLIAMS

Stratford Times Columnist

THE FABULOUS FOODIE: Christmas Holiday Tips
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In 2022, the Stratford Festival is 
coming back big to mark a monumen-
tal moment in its history with a full 
repertory season running from early 
April to the end of October, 10 major 
productions and almost two hundred 
Meighen Forum events. 

It will be a milestone season in many 
respects. “Next year we celebrate our 
70th season, the 20th anniversary of 
the Studio Theatre, the 10th Meighen 
Forum season and the grand opening 
of our glorious new Tom Patterson 
Theatre. But most of all we celebrate 
a new beginning,” says Artistic Direc-
tor Antoni Cimolino, pointing to the 
theme of the season. 

“For thousands of people, coming to 
the Stratford Festival is an annual pil-
grimage,” he said. “By the time they 
arrive to see the shows of our 2022 
season, it will have been three years 
since most of them have set foot in one 
of our theatres. We want their return 
to be everything they hope for. We 
want them to feel safe, of course, but 
we also want to fill the void left by the 
absence of live theatre and communal 
activities. 

“The plays in the 2022 season con-
tain not only new beginnings but the 
difficult moral and ethical decisions a 
new journey entails. What is the best 
way to start again? How can we avoid 
the traps of the past? In an imperfect 
world, what is good?” 

The season will include the grand 
opening of the $72-million Tom Pat-
terson Theatre, which was to have 
opened in the spring of 2020. De-
signed by renowned architect Siamak 
Hariri of Toronto-based Hariri Ponta-
rini Architects, the new building was 
recently honoured with the interna-
tional Architecture MasterPrize, rec-
ognizing it as the “Best of the Best” in 
cultural architecture, and is a regional 
finalist for the Civic Trust Award in 
the U.K., the only Canadian project to 
be shortlisted. Opening the Tom Pat-
terson Theatre is Shakespeare’s Rich-
ard III, directed by Cimolino.

“I can’t think of another Shake-
speare play that is more about our 
world at this moment,” he said. “Rich-
ard III reveals the triumph of naked 
political expediency, the easy sacri-
fice of the commonweal to individual 
vested interests, and the consequences 
of a leader who wins power through 
an actual rigged election.” 

Richard III is coupled with All’s 
Well That Ends Well, directed 
by Scott Wentworth, a nod to the Fes-

tival’s first season in 1953: the two 
plays that started it all will also open 
the newest theatre.  

Rounding out the TPT season 
is an international classic, Nobel 
Prize-winner Wole Soyinka’s Death 
and the King’s Horseman, directed 
by Tawiah M’Carthy, a powerful play 
drawing upon both Yoruba mythology 
and Western theatrical traditions. This 
epic production was workshopped at 
the Festival between 2019 and 2021. 

“As I read this amazing play filled 
with beautiful folk poetry, absurdist 
humour and such conflicting under-
standings of ‘responsibilities,’ I was 
reminded of Mahatma Gandhi’s re-
sponse to a reporter asking, ‘What do 
you think of Western civilization?’ 
With a smile he answered, ‘I think 
it would be a good idea.’,” Cimolino 
said. “In modern Western society in-
dividualism, self-interest, immediate 
gratification and short-term results 
are seen as being key to success and 
happiness. Soyinka’s play explores a 
different perspective that values the 
community, self-sacrifice and a much 
longer arc of time. This makes for ex-
traordinary drama as well as delicious 
comedy.” 

First onstage at the Festival Theatre 
is the Kander and Ebb musical Chi-
cago, which will also kick off the en-
tire season, starting previews in early 
April. Thousands were looking for-
ward to this show in 2020 and finally 
the Festival can present the first major 
new production of this iconic musical 
to be seen outside of New York in 30 
years. It’s unlike any production ever 
seen before, entirely reimagined with 
thrilling new choreography from di-
rector-choreographer Donna Feore. 

“Chicago, one of the greatest musi-
cals ever written, was based upon the 
real life experience of the reality stars 
of the courtrooms of the roaring ’20s,” 
said Cimolino. “Now in the whimper-
ing ’20s of this new century, our news 
feeds seem more than ever focused 
on the courtroom dramas of justice 
denied due to the partiality of judges 
and jurors.” 

To celebrate the gala opening 
night of the Festival’s 2022 season, 
it’s Hamlet at the Festival Theatre, di-
rected by Peter Pasyk. And a late-sea-
son comedy rounds out the year at the 
Festival Theatre, Moliere’s The Miser, 
directed by Cimolino.

“Each of these plays tries to explore 
a path forward to find justice and hap-
piness in the face of humanity’s vices 

and frailties. They are also among the 
finest work of these two extraordinary 
playwrights. However, they draw on 
vastly different theatrical traditions. It 
will be a joy to experience them side 
by side on the Festival Stage,” he says. 

The Avon Theatre will be home to 
the Schulich Children’s Play, Little 
Women, a new adaptation of Loui-
sa May Alcott’s classic novels Little 
Women and Good Wives, written 
by Jordi Mand and directed by Esther 
Jun. Ideal for theatregoers of all ages, 
this play offers a message of hope and 
encouragement important to young 
people as they deal with the confine-
ment the pandemic forced upon them. 

“This retelling exhibits a free, di-
verse and modern sensibility which 
truly is at the heart of Alcott’s young 
heroine,” said Cimolino. 

To celebrate the 20th anniversa-
ry of the Studio Theatre, three new 
plays: Every Little Nookie, by Sunny 
Drake, directed by ted witzel; Ham-
let-911 by Ann-Marie MacDonald, 
directed by Alisa Palmer; and 1939, 
by Jani Lauzon and Kaitlyn Riordan, 
directed by Jani Lauzon. 

“There are central connections 
between 1939 and All’s Well That 
Ends Well and between Ham-
let-911 and Hamlet that make for a 
beautiful symmetry and fractals with-
in that symmetry: mirrors upon mir-
rors upon mirrors provoking thought 
and bringing the season together,” said 
Cimolino. “Every Little Nookie has 
won an award for comedy from the 
Playwrights Guild of Canada before 
even being produced. This big-heart-
ed yet mordant comedy explores gen-
erational differences on such varied 
topics as monogamy, home ownership 
and the definition of family. On these 
and other issues it asks the practical 
yet delightfully naughty question: 
‘Can we just share?’.” 

Overall, the season offers a balance 
between theatrical traditions, a blend 
of classic and modern, with Shake-
speare, non-Shakespeare classics, new 
plays and an iconic musical. There are 
stories from the English and French 
traditions, a new Indigenous play, a 
magnificent Nigerian tale, and a com-
edy about polyamory and economics 
in the modern world. 

“The Festival is growing both in how 
we work and the stories that we tell,” 
says Cimolino. “This growth happens 
upon the foundation of excellence and 
artistic development that has brought 
us to our 70th season.”

Aiming for a big comeback season
Financially, the 2022 season will be 

a stretch. “It is crucial for us to come 
back in a way that will have a great 
impact on arts employment and the 
tourism industry in our area,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Anita Gaffney. “With 
a deficit from last year, government 
support from all channels, including 
the federal government’s major festi-
vals and events program will be es-
sential to help us build on the work of 
the past year, broadening the opportu-
nities for artists and audiences, as well 
as for the industry and the communi-
ty.” 

The Festival’s largely outdoor season 
in 2021 provided a lifeline for some 
arts workers and local businesses, as 
well as for a segment of the audience, 
with 274 performances attracting al-
most 34,000 visitors and employing 
968 people. But 2022 is significant: it 
shows the Festival emerging from the 
pandemic closures, providing long-
term contracts to a substantial num-
ber of artists and staff, and mounting 
a season that will once again welcome 
audiences in large numbers, allowing 
the theatre to further its mandate to 
enrich the community of Stratford. 

“Sometimes I let myself picture 
what it might look and feel like on 
that first opening night with a theatre 
full of people,” Cimolino said, “and 
I find myself getting choked up be-
cause I realize I’ve almost forgotten 
that moment when the lights go down 
and a hush falls over the crowd as we 
give ourselves over to the stage. The 
thought of feeling like that again helps 
to push us through this final phase in 
getting there. 

“It’s not easy – let’s not dance around 
that: this has been enormously chal-
lenging and hugely stressful for each 
and every one of us in this industry. 
We are all forever changed. But what 
unites us all is our deep love of the 
theatre and our urgency to get back 
to it: to get back to work, to get back 
to our craft, and to reunite with our 
people, our audiences. That indescrib-
able connection between performer 
and audience is the glue that keeps us 
all here and all pushing to get back to-
gether.” 

Tickets for the 2022 season go on 
sale to Members of the Stratford 
Festival beginning on March 6 and 
to the public on March 18. For more 
information, contact the box office at 
1-800-567-1600 or visit stratfordfesti-
val.ca.

 Stratford Festival rolls out 2022 season

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED
Facebook StratfordTimesNewspaper | Twitter @Stratford_Times | Instagram @Stratford_Times



December 2021 31Stratford Times

HAMLET
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Peter Pasyk
Production support is generously pro-

vided by Phyllis & Robert Couzin, by 
John & Therese Gardner and by The 
Jentes Family

The Festival stage will be home to 
Shakespeare’s most famous play: Hamlet. 
At its helm is Peter Pasyk, who returns 
after directing A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream under the Tom Patterson Theatre 
Canopy this summer.

Prince Hamlet, son of Denmark’s late 
king, is horrified – and placed in a moral 
quandary – by the apparition of his fa-
ther’s ghost. This spectre claims to have 
been murdered by the brother who now 
wears his crown – and who, having mar-
ried the widowed queen, is now not only 
Hamlet’s uncle but also his stepfather. 
The ghost demands vengeance – but can 
it be trusted? And can the taking of a life 
ever be justified? Can this troubled fami-
ly tolerate any further loss?

CHICAGO
Book by Fred Ebb and Bob Fosse
Lyrics by Fred Ebb
Music by John Kander
Based on the play by Maurine Dallas 

Watkins
Script adaptation by David Thompson
Directed and Choreographed by Donna 

Feore
Production support is generously pro-

vided by Robert & Mary Ann Gorlin, by 
Sylvia Soyka, and by Riki Turofsky & 
Charles Petersen

The Festival has secured the rights to 
the first major new production of Kander 
and Ebb’s Chicago outside of New York 
and London in more than 30 years. The 
musical, which holds the record for lon-
gest running musical revival on Broad-
way, will be entirely reimagined by di-
rector-choreographer Donna Feore.

Aspiring chorus girl Roxie Hart and 
vaudeville star Velma Kelly, two murder-
esses as sexy as they are cynical, compete 
for the skills of shady lawyer Billy Flynn 
and the media celebrity he has promised 
them both. Once fame has abandoned 
them, Roxy and Velma begin a new path 
forward. But if given the chance to go 
back in time, would they do anything dif-
ferently?

With its killer score and knock’em-dead 
dance numbers, this deliciously lurid tale 
of murder, greed, adultery – and all that 
jazz – packs some serious heat.

THE MISER
By Molière
In a new version by Ranjit Bolt
Directed by Antoni Cimolino
Production support is generously pro-

vided by Sylvia D. Chrominska, by The 
William and Nona Heaslip Foundation, 
by Dr. Desta Leavine, and by Dr. Robert 
J. & Roberta Sokol

Antoni Cimolino will direct Molière’s 
great comedy The Miser. The production 
will use the translation by Ranjit Bolt, 
whose modern translation of Tartuffe was 
such a success in Stratford in 2017 that it 
moved on to Toronto in 2018.

Siblings Eleanor and Charles know that 
their widowed father, a paranoid old skin-
flint named Harper, won’t approve of their 
romantic choices – and what that’ll mean 
for their inheritances. And their plights 
only get worse when Harper announces 
startling marital plans of his own. Can 
nothing be done, for love or money? Or is 
there some way to have both?

TOM PATTERSON 
THEATRE PROGRAMMING

Support for the 2022 season of the Tom 
Patterson Theatre is generously provided 
by Daniel Bernstein & Claire Foerster

RICHARD III
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Antoni Cimolino
Production support is generously pro-

vided by Dr. M. Lee Myers, by Martie & 
Bob Sachs, by The Westaway Charitable 
Foundation, and by Catherine & David 
Wilkes

In addition to The Miser, Cimolino will 
direct this great Shakespearean tragedy, 
which holds historical significance as the 
first play ever performed at the Stratford 
Festival, back in 1953. Similarly, it will 
open the new Tom Patterson Theatre in 
2022.

Charismatic, cunning and utterly ruth-
less, Richard, Duke of Gloucester, is the 
very embodiment of lethal ambition as he 
manoeuvres and murders his way to the 
throne of England. But once one reaches 
the top, the only way left is down – and in 
Richard’s growing roster of vengeful en-
emies, none are more menacing than the 
ghosts of his past.

ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Scott Wentworth
Production support is generously 

provided by Priscilla Costello, by the 
Tremain family, and by Jack Whiteside

Alongside Richard III, Cimolino has 
programmed Shakespeare’s All’s Well 
That Ends Well, the second play produced 
in the Festival’s first season in 1953. Scott 
Wentworth will direct this Shakespear-
ean comedy of heartbreak and deception 
that indeed works out in the end.

Having made the impossible easy with 
a miraculous cure that saves the King of 
France from death, Helena, the orphaned 
daughter of a doctor, learns that some 
things are easier than others when she 
claims the hand of man beyond her social 
strata.

DEATH AND THE KING’S 
HORSEMAN

By Wole Soyinka
Directed by Tawiah M’Carthy
Production support is generously pro-

vided by Barbara & John Schubert
Death and the King’s Horseman by No-

bel Prize-winning playwright Wole Soy-
inka will round out the Tom Patterson 
Theatre’s season in a production directed 
by Tawiah M’Carthy. The play was work-
shopped at the Festival between 2019 and 
2021 and then earlier this year, Toronto’s 
Soulpepper Theatre Company partnered 
with the Festival to première an audio 
version of the play as part of its “Around 
the World in 80 Plays” series.

When an individual’s actions shake 
a world off its axis, how is honour re-
stored? When a Yoruba King dies, the 
King’s horseman is required by tradition 
to accompany him into the afterlife. But 
this sacred ritual is interrupted after the 
death of King Alafin, resulting in an un-
foreseen tragedy involving his horseman, 
Elesin. Based on actual events in Brit-
ish-occupied Nigeria, this is a story of a 
community striving to uphold its culture 
in the face of colonial power.

AVON THEATRE 
PROGRAMMING

Schulich Children’s Plays
LITTLE WOMEN
World première
A Stratford Festival commission
Based on the novels Little Wom-

en and Good Wives by Louisa May Al-
cott

Adapted for the stage by Jordi Mand
Directed by Esther Jun
Next season’s Schulich Children’s Play 

will be Jordi Mand’s new stage adaptation 
of Louisa May Alcott’s classic coming-
of-age stories Little Women and Good 
Wives. Esther Jun, who directed this sea-
son’s I Am William and recently joined 
the Festival as the Director of the Lang-
ham Directors’ Workshop and Artistic 
Associate, Planning, will direct the pro-
duction.

An endearing tale of hardship, love and 
sisterhood in, Little Women tells the sto-
ry of the March family. Newly impover-
ished, Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy undertake 
their journey through life together, bound 
to each other and their beloved mother by 
fierce loyalty. From disappointments in 
love, to the trials of growing up, to explor-
ing life outside the comforting walls of 
home, to a tragedy that turns their world 
upside down, it will take an unwavering 
sisterly bond and all of the girls’ courage 
to find happiness in the most unexpected 
places.

STUDIO THEATRE 
PROGRAMMING

EVERY LITTLE NOOKIE
World première
By Sunny Drake
Directed by ted witzel
Support for the creation of Every Lit-

tle Nookie is generously provided by The 
Foerster Bernstein New Play Develop-
ment Program

Sunny Drake’s Every Little Nookie re-
cently won the Chris Tolley & Dharini 
Woollcombe Comedy Award from the 
Playwrights Guild of Canada. Having be-
gun its development at the Stratford Festi-
val when Drake was a writer in residence, 
the play will have its world première on 
the Studio stage, directed by ted witzel, 
the Festival’s Director of the Laboratory 
and Artistic Associate, Research and De-
velopment.

A broke millennial artist and her two 
lovers secretly organize “swingers” par-
ties for middle-aged suburbanites at her 
boomer parents’ home. When the parents 
return unexpectedly, a wild ride ensues 
challenging each and every one of them 
to question what they know about… pret-

ty much everything. Because it turns out 
that when you take on sex, you take on 
the basic unit of a how our world is or-
ganized. We’re in a period of remarkable 
change: from dealing with the pandemic 
to housing crises to wealth inequality to 
climate chaos. What would it take for us 
to work together on these enormous chal-
lenges? Every Little Nookie starts this 
epic question in the home, using a hilar-
ious, scandalous and subversive romp to 
examine one of our most cherished sites 
of individualism: relationships.

HAMLET-911
World première
A Stratford Festival commission
By Ann-Marie MacDonald
Based on an idea by Alisa Palmer
Directed by Alisa Palmer
Support for the creation of Hamlet: 911 

is generously provided by The Foerster 
Bernstein New Play Development Pro-
gram

Hamlet-911 is a new play created by 
playwright/novelist/actor/broadcast-
er Ann-Marie MacDonald and director 
Alisa Palmer, Artistic Director of the Na-
tional Theatre School of Canada, English 
Section. Developed over almost a decade 
at Stratford, this play uses the bones of 
Shakespeare’s great tragedy to tell a story 
very much about our time and the issues 
facing young people today.

Guinness Menzies has landed his dream 
role: he’s playing Hamlet at the Stratford 
Festival. But just before a matinée perfor-
mance, he suddenly finds himself in the 
Underworld, a realm as frightening as it 
is hilarious, where time is seriously out 
of joint. Has he gone mad? Is he dream-
ing? Has he died? Meanwhile, a troubled 
teenager is wrestling online with his own 
version of Hamlet’s famous question.

1939
WORLD PREMIÈRE
A Stratford Festival commission
By Jani Lauzon and Kaitlyn Riordan
Directed by Jani Lauzon
Production support is generously pro-

vided by Karon Bales & Charles Beall 
and by M. Fainer.

Support for the creation of 1939 is gen-
erously provided by The Foerster Bern-
stein New Play Development Program

Jani Lauzon and Kaitlyn Riordan’s 
spirited new play will have its world 
première in the Studio Theatre, with Jani 
Lauzon directing.

The play is set in 1939 when a group of 
students at a fictional church-run residen-
tial school in Ontario are faced with the 
daunting task of putting on a play by Wil-
liam Shakespeare for the King and Queen 
of England on their first royal tour. But 
audience expectations vanish into thin air 
when the students, resilient and resource-
ful with hearts on their sleeves, find their 
own way into the text, determined to chal-
lenge the notion that there’s only one way 
to do Shakespeare. Born of both family 
legacy and calls to action of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 1939 has 
been guided by Indigenous Elders, Survi-
vors, and ceremony throughout its sever-
al years of development.

Festival Theatre Programming 2022
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Laura Pirwitz is doing this for her 
kids. Well, and your kids, too.

Pirwitz just opened the doors to Your 
Way To Play, an experiential play-based 
learning centre designed for kids up to 
age 12 to explore their sensory and cre-
ative skills. She got the idea after tour-
ing a similar facility in Guelph before 
finding a location to open up in Strat-
ford.

“We visited a place called The Chil-
dren’s Art Factory in Guelph, so that 
was part of what inspired this,” she said. 
“But I also got inspired by my two boys. 
The older one is the one I like to call my 
‘anti-sensory’ boy because he hates get-
ting messy, but my 19-month-old is all 
about the mess.”

Borrowing part of her mother’s phi-
losophy, Pirwitz plans on keeping kids 

as busy as bees. It might sound a little 
corny, but she said the idea is a proven 
one.

“My mom is a retired kindergarten 
teacher and her philosophy is that chil-
dren are like bees, and when they’re 
busy and working, that is when they are 
learning,” she said. “Part of my univer-
sity courses included adaptive physical 
education, and that’s why I wanted to 
have an all-inclusive environment as 
well as accessibility for art.”

Plan on getting dirty with a big smile 
on your face when visiting Your Way To 
Play. In no particular order, you’ll find 
a sand pit with tunnels in it, a crafter’s 
makers table, a station with Moon Sand 
or Cloud Kitchen complete with wood-
en tools, and a station that will alternate 
between a water table and a dry table. 
And, as Pirwitz points out with a bit 
of a laugh, a place for kids to literally 
draw on the wall. There will also be a 

small stage where budding performers 
can dress up, use puppets and prepare to 
shine in the spotlight.

“You’ll notice that the sandbox is go-
ing to be in a big hexagon shape,” she 
said, referencing the bee theme. “The 
idea is to have kids come in and expe-
rience free play, letting them use their 
imaginations. They’re welcome to come 
in and get messy – I might set up a guid-
ed craft, but it’s up to them to use their 
mind. The sky’s the limit because that’s 
where they learn.”

The interactive play area just opened 
up, but there is also a retail component 
included at Your Way To Play that has a 
little something for everyone in the fam-
ily. Beard products for dad, diffusers for 
mom, and even a few interactive puzzles 
complete with fuzzy stuff on them that 
Pirwitz thinks are pretty cool. So many 
ways to keep a whole family happy is 
something the city was lacking prior to 

this.
“We’ve been living in Milverton for 

just about two years, and when you 
Google play centres for children there 
is nothing between 40-60 minutes 
from Stratford,” she said. “That’s why I 
thought this would work well here. We’re 
able to host birthday parties and corpo-
rate family functions. I have things like 
Baby Builders, Crafty Creators and Art 
for Access coming in January, as well as 
a Lego club. We’ve already had people 
in for the Paint Your Hand Wall, which 
was a big hit.”

Other things are planned, and Pirwitz 
said information will be made available 
for that on the centre’s website at www.
yourwaytoplay.ca. They are closed 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays but 
open the rest of the week – check the 
website for business hours and current 
program offerings.

Buzz about new children’s centre
MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

Play-based learning offers hands-on fun

The Ontario government is making 
another big investment in local infra-
structure. Through the Ontario Com-
munity Infrastructure Fund (OCIF), 
Perth-Wellington will receive more than 
$14.2 million across 11 municipalities to 
address local infrastructure needs. 

This is more than twice the amount al-
located in the previous year. Overall, the 
province says it is the largest increase in 
OCIF since the program was created.

“When it comes to local priorities, 
local municipalities know best,” said 
Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pet-
tapiece. “I am so pleased that the prov-
ince is supporting them in such a signifi-
cant way. It respects our unique needs in 
rural and small-town communities. For 
some, the need is in roads and bridges. 

For others, it may be water and waste-
water infrastructure.”

Total investment in municipalities 
across Perth-Wellington as provided by 
Ministry of Infrastructure are as fol-
lows:

“Communities are the heartbeat of this 
province and we know they are facing 
unique infrastructure needs and challeng-
es, especially as we navigate through the 
pandemic,” said Kinga Surma, Minister 
of Infrastructure. “Our government has 
been with them every step of the way. 
When we were told more funding sup-
ports were needed, we listened and act-
ed in a meaningful way by providing the 
largest OCIF increase since the start of 
the program. By doing so, we’re provid-
ing stability and predictability to small, 

rural and northern communities to repair, 
upgrade, and modernize their critical in-
frastructure so that they are safer, health-
ier, and more reliable for all.” 

The province’s investment in OCIF is 
part of the 2021 Ontario Economic Out-
look and Fiscal Review: Build Ontario. 
The plan lays out how the government 
will build Ontario’s future with shovels 
in the ground for highways, hospitals, 
long-term care, housing, and high-speed 
internet.

For 2021, approximately $200 million 

in funding was allocated to 424 small, 
rural and northern communities. Munici-
palities may accumulate their funding for 
up to five years to address larger infra-
structure projects.

For more information regard-
ing Ontario’s support for munic-
ipal infrastructure:https://news.
ontario.ca/en/release/1001298/build-
ing-ontario-with-investments-in-crit-
ical-infrastructure-for-small-ru-
ral-and-northern-communities.

Pettapiece announces funding for Perth-
Wellington communities

THE GIVING SEASON
The Stratford Chamber of Commerce organized their annual Toy Drive for the Stratford 
House of Blessing as part of the Chamber’s Business After 5 on November 17. They 
collected enough donations to fill a large SUV, which were then presented to Barb 
Cottle (left) and House of Blessing. On hand for the donation were Eddie Matthews 
(Stratford COC), Jeremy Matheson, Chris Cameron, Desiree Watson (event sponsors 
from Zehr Insurance Milverton) and Dale Bast (Stratford Legion Branch 8).

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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- STRATFORD WARRIORS
Dec. 17, Jan. 7, Jan. 14: 7:30 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, 
Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford 
Warriors

- STRATFORD FIGHTING 
IRISH
Dec. 11, Dec. 18, Jan. 8: 4:30 p.m.
Allman Arena, 15 Morenz Dr, 
Stratford
Come out and support the Stratford 
Fighting Irish

- LOREENA MCKENNITT/A 
MIDWINTER NIGHT'S MUSIC @ 
Knox Presbyterian Church (Dec. 16-
19) 142 Ontario St. Tickets available 
@ eventbrite.ca 

- STRATFORD CHEFS SCHOOL 
ESCOFFIER Dinner (Sat. Dec. 18 
6:30 p.m. @ Stratford Chefs School 
192 Ontario St. Stratford Ticket 
information available @ allevents.in

- CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
@ Memorial Baptist Church 113 

Bruce St. Stratford starting at 3:30 
p.m.

- CHRISTMAS CARRY-OUT 
DINNER 
at The Bruce Hotel December 25th 89 
Parkview Dr. Stratford $75 per person

- WINTER GNOME @ 
KNIGHTS & CLAY 
155 Erie St. Unit 5 (Dec. 30) 
$25 + HST ($15 deposit required to 
hold spot)

- ECO ART MARKET 
hosted by York Lane Art Collective 
390 Douro St Stratford Dec. 16-19, 
Dec. 22-24
- Army Navy & Air Force 261 Friday 
Lunch Friday, Dec. 24 151 Lorne Ave 
E, Stratford From 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
$9 per person.

- HOLIDAY CONCERT & 
FUNDRAISER 
for Avon Co-op featuring Heather 
McGuigan Sunday, Dec. 19 at Gallery 
Stratford 54 Romeo St. S. 3:30 p.m. 
start time Ticket info @ eventbrite.ca

- HURON-PERTH LAKERS 
host the Great Lakes Cup Jan. 21-23 in 
Stratford Visit huronperthlakers.ca for 
location details

- STRATFORD AND DISTRICT 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
2022 TRIVIA NIGHT 
at the Shakespeare Optimist 
Hall Saturday, Jan. 8, starting 
at 5:30 p.m. Event info @ www.

stratfordagriculturalsociety.com

WINTER FESTIVAL OF 
LIGHTS
December 17 - January 28, 2021; 5:00 
10:00 p.m.
Stratford Market Square, 
Stratford Festival - Avon Theatre, 
Shakespearean Gardens, Tom 
Patterson Island

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE UNIT 261
151 Lorne Ave. East, Stratford Ontario

The last lunch of the year The last lunch of the year 
will be December 17, 2021. will be December 17, 2021. 

We will start back in January 7, 2022We will start back in January 7, 2022
Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. Every week from 11.00 a.m. till 1.30 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
The cost of a meal is $9.00. Take outs are available.The cost of a meal is $9.00. Take outs are available.

FRIDAY LUNCHESFRIDAY LUNCHES

COMING EVENTS Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

In his introduction to the Love Story, 
InnerChamber's second presentation of 
its 12th season, Artistic Director An-
drew Chung spoke to its Revival House 
and livestreaming audience of the power 
of music to heal and ‘to express what we 
feel even when we can't talk about it’. 
While this was immediately applicable 
to the stress involved with the still un-
fathomable pandemic, it is also applica-
ble to virtually every aspect of the lives 
we live.

It certainly was a basic factor and 
means of communication in the night's 
Love Story. This involved nineteenth 
century musicians Clara Schumann and 
Johannes Brahms, whose deep attach-
ment comes through in their long cor-
respondence in letters but also, when 
words failed, through the music they 
both created. 

Clara and Johannes first met when 
she was 32 and he 20. She was an es-
tablished concert pianist and composer 
and he a man of a genius not yet realized 
or recognized by most; Clara and her 
musician/music critic husband, the great 
Robert Schumann, were exceptions. 
They both thought the young Brahms a 
composer of great promise and took him 
under their wing as a protege -- and also, 
perhaps, as a companion to their seven 

young children.
The relationship between Brahms 

and Clara Schumann endured for 42 
years, until her death in 1895. During 
its course, there were many changes in 
their lives. In 1854, Robert Schumann 
had a complete mental breakdown and 
admitted himself to the hospital where 
he died two years later. During his time 
in the hospital Clara was not allowed to 
visit him and Brahms filled her in on 
her husband's condition; he seems to 
have made his letters to her in these cir-
cumstances as reassuring as possible, as 
shown by one of them read at the per-
formance. "Your dear husband does not 
seem to have changed," he wrote, "his 
gait is easy and most assured and his 
mind not occupied." 

Well-known Stratford actors Marion 
Adler and her husband Scott Wentworth 
read the letters of Clara and Johannes. 
In introducing them, Adler noted the 
age difference between the two let-
ter writers and suggested the audience 
think of Scott as twelve years younger 
than she; in fact, this was hardly nec-
essary because Brahms' letters were 
consistently more impetuous, emotion-
al and ‘youthful’ than those of the older 
and more solemn Clara, and this came 
through very clearly in Wentworth's ex-
pressive readings.

Brahms wrote about all manner of 
things in the letters that survive and 

some are full of what some would con-
sider musical gossip. Brahms was very 
much a part of the musical scene that 
Clara also knew, and had strong opin-
ions about some of those who populat-
ed this world as he became increasingly 
successful. Liszt, immensely popular at 
the time, he thought overblown: "Wom-
en are mad about Liszt," he wrote, "it's 
revolting!"

Brahms was very conscious of the 
strains Clara felt as a result of her hus-
band's death and tried to do all he could 
to help her, both emotionally and finan-
cially. Judging by the letters he was frus-
trated by her refusal to take his money or 
curtail her concert tours through Europe 
in order to pay for her children's educa-
tion. When he hyperbolically threatened 
to waste his money on frivolous things if 
she would not take it Clara thanked him 
but said she didn't need it at the time but 
would tell him if she did.

Brahms never married and died not 
long after Clara. The question arises: 
why didn't he marry her? After all, in 
one letter he writes, "I would write to 
you by means of music.", and in another, 
"May the deep love of music be a com-
fort to you because I love you more than 
myself or any other person or thing on 
earth."

We will never know for sure, but per-
haps the enduring memory of Robert 
and respect for it was a factor? 

Music by the principals in Love Story 
was played by the InnerChamber mu-
sicians, Andrew Chung, violin, Emily 
Hamper, piano, and Ben Bolt-Martin, 
cello, punctuating the letters and sub-
limely reinforcing the emotions in them. 
The first was Robert Schumann's Lust 
der Sturmnacht, followed by Clara's Pi-
ano Trio in G minor, Opus 17, then three 
separate movements of Brahms Piano 
Trio in C minor Opus 101, and conclud-
ing with Clara's lilting and bold Three 
Romances and the more sedate Piano 
Trio in G minor. For those unfamiliar 
with Clara Schumann's music her repre-
sentation here will be a surprise and a 
delight.

Love Story was at once sad and funny, 
full of emotion and replete with devo-
tion, with expressive words and music 
that could evoke emotion when words 
failed. As such it was a worthy tribute to 
Sing Chung, Stratford dentist and music 
lover, in whose memory it was lovingly 
dedicated by his wife, Ivy, the program’s 
partner, and brought to realization by 
his son Andrew and the brilliant cast he 
assembled.

The next InnerChamber performance 
will be Kindness on February 13; its 
program has not yet been announced. 
Tickets can be obtained for either the 
show at Revival House (with a meal) or 
through livestream by accessing www.
innerchamber.ca.

Not A Simple Love Story
JULIA SCHNEIDER

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent
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38 Wellington St. Stratford, ON
Located in the heart of beautiful downtown Stratford

519-271-7222

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR BIKE NEEDS!

WINNING DESIGNER
Craig Sullivan poses with his prizes after his logo design for the Stratford Pride Com-
munity Centre was selected as the winner last month.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

After a popular public competition and 
a difficult decision-making process, the 
directors of the Stratford Pride Commu-
nity Centre (SPCC) today unveiled the 
organization’s new logo. 

“We wanted something that unmis-
takably said Stratford and Pride,” said 
contest manager and SPCC Vice-Chair 
Steve Walters.  “This design, combining 
Stratford’s distinctive city hall, a nation-
al historic site, and the colours of the 
rainbow flag, does exactly that.” 

The design will become the window 
sticker for businesses participating in 
The Pride Guide directory, as well as a 
general unique identifier for the SPCC.  

The design by Craig Sullivan, a Strat-
ford software developer, won against 37 
other competitors.  

Mr. Sullivan takes home a raft of priz-
es generously donated by Stratford mer-
chants: 

Chocolate Barr’s, Fanfare Books, Fos-
ter’s Inn, Gilly’s, Heritage Hops Tap-
room, Pazzo Co., revel, Sirkel Foods, 
Sloth003 Quilts, The Hub, The Livery 
Yard, The Urban Barber, and Treasures. 

The Stratford Pride Community Cen-
tre is a volunteer-run not for profit or-
ganization based in Stratford, Ontario 
serving the LGBTQ+ community.  Its 
two-part mission is to alleviate social 
isolation and its effects in the local queer 
population by developing and operating 
a year-round community centre, and to 
create a single online source of informa-
tion, the Stratford Pride Guide, valuable 
to queer people who live locally, visit 
Stratford, or are considering Stratford as 
a place to relocate to permanently.

Stratford City Hall was designat-
ed a national historic site of Canada in 
1976 because it is significant as a late 
19th-century Picturesque civic build-
ing. It reflects the development of town 
halls during the late-19th century, as the 
administrative functions of municipal 
government increased and cities sought 
to express their civic pride and ambition 
in impressive, large-scale buildings. Its 
Picturesque design, incorporating de-
tails from a variety of styles, reflects 
the architectural eclecticism of the late 
1890s. Designed by Toronto architect 
George W. King, with the assistance of 
local architect J.W. Siddall, the building 
was intended to exploit its irregular site, 
presenting interesting façades from all 
angles. Its monumental scale, prominent 
tower and use of red brick distinguish it 
as a civic building.  

The first versions of the rainbow 
flag were flown on June 25, 1978, for the 
San Francisco Gay Freedom Day parade. 
Gilbert Baker and a team of volunteers 
had made them by hand, and he wanted 
to mass-produce the flag for consump-
tion by all. However, because of pro-
duction issues, the pink and turquoise 
stripes were removed and indigo was 
replaced by basic blue, which resulted in 
the contemporary six-striped flag (red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet). 
Today this is the most common variant 
of the rainbow flag, with the red stripe on 
top, as in a natural rainbow. The various 
colors came to reflect both the immense 
diversity and the unity of the LGBTQ 
community. 

Stratford Pride announces winning logo design

POPPY PROCEEDS
The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 8 Stratford, made a $5,000 donation to St. Jo-
seph’s Health Care Foundation on Thursday, Nov. 18. The donation was the collected 
proceeds of their annual poppy box campaign. On hand for the presentation were 
(front row from left) Dorothy Harmer, Steve Zurbrigg, Sue Hardy of the St. Joeseph’s 
Health Care Foundation, Ken Albert, Doreen Zurbrigg, Cliff Morgan. In the back row 
(from left) are Branch 8 President Dale Bast, Anne Boyd, Tom Soper, Linda Hunter and 
Bob Wickenheiser.

(MATT HARRIS/TIMES PHOTO)
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I have just received a media 
release from “Historic En-
gland,” reporting the discovery 
of a unique Roman mosaic and 
villa complex in Leicestershire 
County. It was first detected 
by the farmers who owned the 
property, and has now been de-
clared a protected site.

This mosaic is special, ac-
cording to the report, because 
of its theme – it portrays the 
story of the Greek hero Achil-
les and his battle with Hector 
at the conclusion of the Trojan 
War. It’s the first mosaic with 
that design to be found in the 
U.K.

But it is not, by far, the first 
mosaic to be unearthed in En-
gland. And that illustrates one 
of my favourite things about 
this, one of my favourite coun-
tries. Everywhere you walk in 
England, you may be walking 
on treasures from the past. The 
country is so amazingly rich in 
history – because it has such a 
long and varied period of in-
tensive human activity.

The media release reminded 
me of some of my favourite 
places in England, sites occu-
pied through centuries of Ro-

man occupation. The Romans 
brought all their skill and their 
science to England, and stayed 
there for about four centuries. 
When they left, they left so 
much evidence behind – from 
mosaics to roads to bathhous-
es to coins… my goodness, 
did they leave a lot of coins! I 
have been unable to resist these 
tactile reminders of times long 
gone during my many trips to 
the U.K. For instance, I have, 
on the shelf next to me as I 
write, an authentic coin bear-
ing the image of Emperor Con-
stantine I – the leader of the 
Empire who made Christianity 
the official religion of Rome, 
and thus changed the future 
of Europe, the Americas, and 
more, forever. It cost a measly 
8 pounds in a British shop.

I also have a piece of a clay 
tile – maybe Roman, maybe 
medieval, I’m certainly no ex-
pert – that some rabbits dug 
up in a meadow I happened to 
wander through somewhere in 
the south of England. That’s 
what I mean about walking on 
historic treasures.

For visitors, the Brits have 
thoughtfully excavated hun-
dreds of historic sites, and 
made them available to those 
of us who revel in such deep 
historic roots. One of my fa-
vourites is the city of Bath, 
where an incredible Roman 
bath house complex, complete 
with its hypocaust (underfloor 
heating) system, has been com-
pletely excavated and restored 
– and where those in charge 
cleverly created wooden walk-
ways through the ruins, so you 

get up close and personal with-
out damaging the archaeology. 
One tour of the Roman baths 
in Bath will teach you more 
about life in Roman times than 
a year-long course in school.

A long way north of Bath is 
Hadrian’s Wall, the 70-mile-
long defensive structure built 
by the emperor Hadrian in the 
second century A.D., to keep 
out the pesky Scots. Hadrian’s 
Wall can still be visited – and 
in fact, can be hiked, for long 
stretches. As well, there are 
many restored forts and en-
campments along the wall that 
are wide-open windows to life 
in Roman times. One of the 
best is Vindolanda, where the 
Roman fort has been revealed, 
and where a unique environ-
ment has preserved objects that 
would usually have been rot-
ted out of existence – baskets, 
writing tablets, leather foot-
wear, textiles and more can be 
seen in close-to-original con-
dition, even though they are 
2,000 years old.

The Romans never did man-
age to conquer the inhabitants 
of Scotland, and never settled in 
Ireland. But England was well 
and truly Roman for centuries, 
and visitors to England will 
find amazing sites almost ev-
erywhere. And one of the most 
amazing things about them 
is – they are not even close to 
being fully explored. There is 
ongoing archaeology at many 
sites – an added attraction for 
a visitor. And there will be, for 
decades to come. At Vindolan-
da, for example, it’s estimated 
that only a quarter of the site 

has been excavated. And even 
in the densely populated city of 
Bath – which also offers some 
of the best examples of classic 
Georgian architecture, erected 
about 1400 years or so after the 
Romans left – there are often 
active digs.

In Kent, in the south-east, 
one of the best Roman sites is 
Richborough Roman Fort. In 
the city of Chester – a doorway 
to Wales – you can visit the 
largest Roman amphitheatre to 
be found in England. Cirences-
ter, once a key Roman city, also 
has a Roman amphitheatre, as 
well as an excellent Roman 
museum, the Corinium Muse-

um (bearing the Roman name 
for the community). Cirences-
ter is also a great starting place 
for a visit of the Cotswolds – as 
I say, there is so much to see, 
and so little time!

There are literally dozens – 
perhaps hundreds – of Roman 
sites in England. But even if 
you are not in a known amphi-
theatre or Roman bath, don’t 
forget to look down…. you 
never knew what historic trea-
sures will lie beneath your feet.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Stratford Times Columnist

OH, THE PLACES WE'LL GO: Treasures beneath your feet

The amazing Roman Baths (Photo courtesy the Roman Baths)

Vindolanda, a Roman fort on Hadrian's Wall. (Photo courtesy Vindolanda Charitable Trust)
Hadrian's wall, built in the second century A.D. (Photo courtesy Visit Britain ©Justin Foul-
kes/Lonely Planet)
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Solutions on page 39

Word Search
MERRY CHRISTMAS

Riddles

Sudoku

Excitement
Santa
Reindeer
Presents
Decora-
tions
Turkey
Stuffing
Cranberries
Elves
Naughty
Nice
Sleigh
Cookies

Pet of the 
Month

KING AND BRADY 
King and Brady are 4 year old boys 

looking for a home together. Brady is a 
little more adventurous, leading the way 
for King who is a little on the shyer side. 

They play together, follow each other 
around, and King will meow in search of 

Brady when he can't find him. These lovely 
boys are available for adoption through the 
Stratford Perth Humane Society  and they 

are looking for their forever family this 
holiday season. If that could be you, please 

visit our website to fill out an adoption 
survey today: kwsphumane.ca.

What do you call a bear with no teeth?
A gummy bear.

What does the sun skate on?
Solarblades

What happened to the shark when he ate 
too many keys?

He turned into the Lock-ness monster.

What is yellow on the outside and gray 
on the inside?

A school bus full of elephants

Why did the jellybean go to school?
To become a smartie

What is a gas station's favorite type of 
shoes?
Pumps.

What has four wheels and flies?
Garbage truck

How do you eat an elephant?
One bite at a time.

What do you do when you see a 
spaceman?

Park in it

Why was the crab arrested?
For pinching

What do you call an angry polar bear?
Nothing, just run.

What is white on the outside, green on 
the inside and hops?

A frog sandwich.
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The Rural Vaccine Confidence Project 
is being brought to Huron, Perth, Grey, 
and Bruce counties to improve vaccine 
confidence in the region by providing 
peer support to unvaccinated residents 
through Zoom sessions. The project 
comes to the counties through a team 
lead by Dr. Feng Chang of the University 
of Waterloo and the Gateway Centre of 
Excellence in Rural Health in Goderich.

With the introduction of Vaccine Pass-
ports, those that remain unvaccinated are 
more polarized than ever. 

“Often, unvaccinated individuals have 
resistance to feelings of coercion and feel 
that they have been treated with hostility 
and derision. The hope is to have these 
sessions as a way for them to feel free 
to ask questions and to hear from fellow 
rural residents rather than a public offi-
cial who they may mistrust,” explained 
Daniel Stuckless, project member and 
pharmacy student with the University of 
Waterloo School of Pharmacy.

The goal is, with constructive dialogue 
rather than debate, opinion can shift to-
ward a more positive view of vaccination 
and reduce polarization. 

“We are looking to be a resource for 
unvaccinated people to come to in order 
to ask questions and have a discussion. 
There will be a trained volunteer that 

will help to guide the discussion and be 
able to provide peer support to the indi-
viduals participating,” said Stuckless.

The target counties tend to skew el-
derly, yet, have been consistently a few 
percentage points behind the Ontario av-
erage when it comes to vaccine uptake. 
Because the region is relatively rural and 
spread out, there have been fewer out-
breaks of COVID-19, leaving a percep-
tion that the risk of infection is lower.

“With COVID likely here to stay for 
the foreseeable future, it’s only a mat-
ter of time before an unvaccinated per-
son comes into contact with COVID-19, 
and the best way they have of preventing 
anything serious remains vaccination,” 
reinforced Stuckless.

It is anticipated to have three or more 
sessions a month, over the next four to 
eight months depending on demand, with 
flexibility for some weekend sessions as 
well. For a productive discussion, groups 
will likely be smaller, ranging from two 
to five. Peers who are trained to guide the 
conversation are recruited from across 
the four counties through articles in 
newspapers, flyers in libraries and com-
munity centres, as well as service clubs 
like the Lions Club and the Rotary Club.

Sessions will be held virtually, and 
attendance can be through computers 
or smartphones using Zoom, or by tele-
phone landline, eliminating the need for 
internet access for those that don’t have 

it. Participation is confidential, and vol-
unteers have signed an agreement that 
nothing discussed in session will be 
shared with anyone outside the group.

Residents are invited to visit https://
reachingrural.eventbrite.com/ or call 
Daniel Stuckless at 519-901-2313 for in-
structions to access the meetings.

MEDIEVAL TIMES IN SHAKESPEARE
Last Saturday, in Shakespeare, if you were near the Pavillion or Optimist hall, you would have 
been taken back to medieval times by more than 200 members of the SCA which stands for “Soci-
ety for Creative Anachronism”. The group dresses up like the knights of the round table from the 
Middle Ages and sword fight with something called a “Rapier”which in laymens terms is a sword  
with a plastic blunt end in one hand and a dagger and shield (known as a Buchler)in the other to 
keep the duel safe for the participants. The organization has chapters all over the world and the 
first one in Ontario started in Toronto in the early 1970s. It’s called historical fencing with fun and 
the creative chapter has been coming to Shakespeare for the last number of years to re-create 
the Middle Ages as would have been the case at that time. Organizers called the location the 
“Kingdom of Eldomere” and to an outsider it looked like a sport with a different twist but at the 
same time a very unique competition. Pictured above, dueling in Shakespeare on Saturday are 2 
masters of the sport- Mark Patchett from K-W and David Stamper from Guelph.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Vaccination project aims to boost rural outreach
LISA CHESTER

Stratford Times Regional Correspondent

For the third year in a row, Jim Aitches-
on will continue to serve as Perth County 
Warden following his acclimation to the 
post during an election held December 2.

Aitcheson, who also serves as the dep-
uty-mayor for Perth South, is honoured to 
serve another team in the county’s top chair 
and says he’s ready to face the challenges 
he and the rest of county council will face.

“I think one of the biggest things you 
learn in this role, especially going into your 
third term, is patience,” he said. “There 
are certain things you want to get accom-
plished but that sometimes takes longer 
than you’d like. And after being in this job 
for a few years, I’ve learned to do it better 
by leaning on my experience.”

One of the goals Aitcheson highlighted 
that is on top of his list of priorities is to 
finish updating the official plan for Perth 
County by August. Getting that ticked 
off the list is complicated by the ongoing 
pandemic, which makes hosting meetings 
difficult to gather public consultation. Nev-
ertheless, Aitcheson knows they have to 
move forward with that and other projects.

“We’re working on an affordable housing 
initiative right now, which is an issue that 
every municipality is facing,” he said. “We 
also have a paramedicine program we’re 
developing, and we hope to get that rolling 
sooner rather than later. We’ve done some 
work on that but it takes funding – thank-
fully we just got some, so work can contin-

ue on that.”
Although COVID-19 pandemic contin-

ues to play a significant role across the re-
gion, County Council has adapted through 
technology to meet in a hybrid format with 
some members of council online and oth-
ers in person. Accomplishments for 2021 

include the launch of a new County Plan-
ning model, the adoption of the County’s 
Diversity, Equity and Anti-Racism Char-
ter, the new Fire Radio Dispatch agree-
ment, new school zone road safety initia-
tives, and much more.

“2022 is gearing up to be an extremely 

busy year as well. The County’s New Of-
ficial Plan project will be ramping up with 
new staff on board to help manage the proj-
ect. I am excited to continue working with 
members of County Council and the Staff 
at Perth County in this role.” said Aitches-
on.

In addition to Warden Aitcheson serving 
a third term, Rhonda Ehgoetz, Mayor of 
the Township of Perth East, was also ac-
claimed for a third term serving as Deputy 
Warden. 

“I am thankful for Council’s support of 
me in my role of Deputy Warden. I look 
forward to another term working alongside 
Jim, the other members of County Council 
together with staff to continue fulfilling our 
goals in the Strategic Plan.” said Ehgoetz.

“On behalf of County staff, I want to ex-
tend my sincere congratulations to Warden 
Aitcheson and Deputy Warden Ehgoetz for 
their acclamation to their roles.” said Chief 
Administrative Officer Lori Wolfe. “We 
appreciate the leadership shown by Coun-
cil over the past year and I am excited for 
the opportunities that lay ahead for us to 
continue our work together over the next 
year.”

Next year will mark the end of the cur-
rent four-year term council term with a 
municipal election scheduled for the fall. 
Perth County Council is comprised of rep-
resentatives from each of the four-lower 
tier municipalities: The Municipality of 
North Perth, the Township of Perth South, 
the Township of Perth East and the Munic-
ipality of West Perth.

Aitcheson acclaimed to third term as Perth County warden
MATT HARRIS

Stratford Times Regional Editor

AITCHESON ACCLAIMED
Perth County Warden Jim Aitcheson will sit for a third term in the county’s top chair 
after he was acclaimed during elections held earlier this month.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)



Stratford Times38 December 2021

WANTED
SEEKING NEWSPAPER BOXES AND STANDS – 
Looking to buy old newspaper boxes or display stands. 
Please contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com or text or call 
519-655-2341. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDWANTED

WANTED

FOR SALE

WANTING TO BUY – Buy, sell or trade. All sports 
cards, hockey, baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s – Jazz, Rock, Alter-
native, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest
Diamond Dogs Vinyl
114 Ontario St., Stratford
226-972-5750 

TIRES FOR SALE – Four General Winter Tires
Arctic 12 225/60/17 103T M-S Extra Load Radial on Ford 
rims with sensors $500 firm 519-273-0553

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE!
JUST $10 + HST 

PER EDITION 
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com 
or call 519-655-2341

@StratfordTimesNewspaper 

@stratford_times 

FIND US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA!

@Stratford_Times

McDonalds Restaurant, St. Marys - Job Opportunities
We are more than just your local restaurant. We are a collection of hardworking 
small-business owners, students working part-time, career builders, and active seniors 
getting the most out of life. Did you know that from coast to coast, we serve delicious 
choices to more than 2.5 million people in over 1,400 locations every day, or that we 
have proudly helped more than 387,000 Canadian families with sick children through 
Ronald McDonald House Charities?
Your vibe and experience
While previous experience working in food service or retail as a barista, server, sales 
associate, cashier, team member, or customer sales representative is always helpful and 
appreciated, what is most important is who you are.
You are trustworthy and have trust in others. You find joy in the details and believe 
good quality is what keeps guests coming back. You remain cool, calm and collected 
in a fast-paced environment. You understand there is no “I” in team and thrive in social 
situations. You’re always willing to learn and grow. You get that service isn’t a transac-
tion, it’s about connection. That a smile can make all the difference in someone’s day. It’s 
genuine, and it’s who you are.
The job
We are sure that you have an idea about what working with us is like, but just in case 
here are some of the highlights on what your job will entail:

• Greeting guests, taking orders and processing payments
• Preparing food and drinks
• Managing delivery and mobile orders
• Assembling orders and packaging take-out and delivery
• Keeping all surfaces clean and sanitary to ensure the safety for our guests, fellow 
  crew members, and yourself

Whether you are working in the kitchen, at the Drive-Thru, or at the front counter you are 
a part of a dynamic team that works together to deliver an exceptional guest experience.
Our offer
Working with us means that you will have the opportunity to earn and learn, flexibility, 
and a safe and inclusive work environment. What this means in practice is:

• Access to education and skills development opportunities that take you further
• A total rewards package that includes discounts, incentives, and recognition perks
• Flexible hours/shifts that suit your needs
• A safe, respectful and inclusive workplace
• Bring your authentic self to work – welcoming people of every age, background, 
and culture – just like the guests who visit our restaurants every day

How to Apply
We are currently accepting applications at both Stratford locations, Erie St. and On-
tario St., or by email to Krysta.tyler2@post.mcdonalds.ca and jordanbucht@gmail.
com. Come join us to train in one of these locations to be part of the opening team at 
the NEW St. Marys location!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

ADVERTISING

ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

CONSTRUCTION

CAREGIVERS

AUTOMOTIVE

ELECTRICIAN

EYE CARE

FENCING / DECKS

ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

INVESTMENTS

HEALTH SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCES

MORTGAGES

ORTHOTICS

REAL ESTATE

TRAVEL

TOYS

RESTAURANT

PHOTOGRAPHY
HUMANE SOCIETY

INVESTMENTS

INVESTMENTS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL SERVICES

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

2001 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3116
stratfordsubaru.com

2001 Ontario St.,
Stratford, ON N5A 6S5

519-273-3119

stratfordnissan.com

519-271-6824
www.stricklands.com

519-272-1077
www.stratfordtoyota.com

216 Huron St., Stratford
TF: 1-866-282-6232
P: 519-275-3333

www.vanceafinancial.com

640 Lorne Ave E
Stratford, ON 

N5A 6S5
519-271-9227

DR. PHIL SAMMUT
CHIROPRACTOR

258 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-5511

dr.philsammut@gmail.com

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

Michelle Webber
MORTGAGE AGENT

www.MichelleWebber.ca

Cell: 519-301-5155

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

Tyler Graham, CIM
Portfolio Manager & Investment Advisor

519-271-6270
tyler.graham@rbc.com

6 Wellington St. 
519-271-6770

www.stratfordlawyers.comWWW.MCCUTCHENPEARCE.CA
305 ROMEO STREET S. UNIT 1 STRATFORD ON

519-273-4145

WWW.INTUITIONPHOTOGRAPHYBYLEANNE.CA
WEDDINGS, NEWBORN, MATERNITY, HEADSHOTS & MUCH MORE!

INTUITION
PHOTOGRAPHY

By Leanne

By Leanne

www.stonetownconcreteconstruction.ca
STONETOWN CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

(226) 779-3206

www.electricandcompany.ca

CINDY DAY

YOUR TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

519-274-0431
CINDYDAY@ROYALLEPAGE.CA 

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.PEAKSELECT.CA 

www.stratfordfamilyeyecare.ca
519-271-2020

We hope we SEE you soon for
all your eye care needs! 

Eye Exams
Glasses

Contacts
Eye Drops
And More!

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

Caregiver Coaching

Caregiver Consulting

Patient Advocacy

Health Navigation

www.coachingforcaregiverscanada.com

MOORE 
 Creative

MARKETING | COMMUNICATIONS | BRANDING 

WWW.MOORECREATIVECONSULTING.COM
WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, GRAPHIC DESIGN & MUCH MORE!

519-393-8726

FRIDAY SPECIAL
In-house made all you can eat fish n' chips

188 Huron Rd, Sebringville

$16.50

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

QUIZ ANSWERS

1) Vincent Van Gogh

2) New York City

3) Sgt. Pepper's Lonely 
Hearts Club Band

4) Alice's Adventures in 
Wonderland 

5) Rafter

6) Dog 

7) New Zealand 

8) Don Rickles

9) 42

10) Spongebob 
Squarepants

SUDOKU

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS 

LOW AS $9 PER ISSUE!

Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 

call 519-655-2341

SOULA’S FESTIVAL 
DRESSMAKERS

42 Albert Street, Stratford
Ground Floor
519-273-3411

Christmas Toys!
For sale at Wholesale Prices

greatfindsatgreatprices@gmail.com
Call 519-703-9721
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BUFFET
12 - 8 pm

SUNDAY
MONDAY&

10 George Street West, Stratford, Ontario
519-271-3271

OPEN:
Sunday & Monday – 12 pm to 8 pm

Tuesday – Closed | Wednesday to Saturday – 12 pm to 10 pm

$21
per person

10%off
Your buffet if you cut this ad out 

and show it your server.


